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Rev. | SIR, eds $i? n g 
A FEW days ago, a friend put into my hands 2 1 
Diſcourſe of yours, preached at different times, 
in ſundry of the Churches in Oxford. As I had fre- 
gquently heard of your great Loyalty to the King, and 
of your ſtrong attachment to the excellent form of 
Government eſtabliſhed, in, theſe Kingdoms, I was 
much pleaſed to ſee your name on the T Wo-pagy of 
a Pamphlet, entitled, 4 Sermon ſuitable to the Times, 
hoping not only to be muchedified myſelf, by the peru · 
Nah of it; but expecting that it would operate as an an- 
Nudote againſt the | mates! principles, which, at 
: preſent, with no little eagerneſs and ſedulity, are ſo 
widely diſſeminated in this land. But I am ſorry to 
ſay, &, that when I came attentively to peruſe. the 
ermon, I found myſelf compelled to entertain a very - 
— Hifferent idea of it, from that which 1 had formed; | 
meeting with nothing new, or important, on the ſub- 
ject juſt referred to; and, on other topics, many 
hings which appeared to me very liable to objection. 
\s 1 owe more to Truth, eſpecially truth of ſo ſacred 
nature, as that which is made 4 ſuhject of con- 
+ 1, Wideration in your diſcourſe, than I owe to any man 
Piving, L make no apology for the liberty I hereby 
Rake of ſtating my objettions to you, and the public, 
n a few'free Letters, As I ſhall endeavour to do this, 
n the ſpirit of meekneſs and love, ſo I truſt you will 
ake in good part what I, write, and hear me with 
"My firſt objeA ets whnh y0u-ad Zh, 
rſt objection re what you advance in 
he tonal your Sermon. n Although you 
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PNPeem, at firſt to grant i Tight of private juug ment, 
wi: 2 in 
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in matters of religion, to “ all characters and deſcrip. 
tions, all orders and degrees of men;“ and to allow 
that the ſacred Scriptures make it their duty to exer 
ciſe that right, be their © capacities ſmall or great ;— 


their opportunities contracted or +enlarged, and the to 
means of judging, which they enjoy, whatever they T. 
0 


may.“ Vet, afterwards, in explaining, © wherein this 
general duty of judging for themſelves principally 
conſiſts,” you endeav:*ur to make it appear, that there m 


are inſuperable difficulties in the way of the greateſt bu, 
part of mankind, ſhould they attempt to extend i 28! 
to the nature of religion isſelß, with the truths andi 
myſteries of it; and that, therefore, it muſt be con. in 
ſidered as referring chiefly, if not wholly, to theit ha- 
choice of Teachers, The former, you ſeem to think, MW but 
is beyond their capacity, and out of their province 75 
but with regard to the latter, they may and ought te in 
judge for themſelves. T_ mu 
' Your words are, In what does this general duty to 
bf judging for themſelves, which is incumbent upon 277 
all men, principally conſiſt ? For the fame great Te: 
Apoſtle who hath commanded men to prove ali things MW Per 
hath alſo informed us, that“ great is the myſtery of the 
ineſs.—— And the book in which this myſtery ii me. 
diſeloſed to men, is a book of great antiquity, of ſu- Je. 
pernatural authority; written in learned languages, he 
and in a ſtyle in many parts almoſt as myſterious : by. 
the ſubjefts of which it treats, In matters of ſuch 27 
deep concern and difficult enquiry, how are all men ſup 
enabled 10 judge for themſelves. Why, it ie 9c 
elearly the deſign, you ſay, of the Author of our 'd 
Salvation, that they who are poſſeſſed of weaker un- bere 
derſtandings, they whoſe minds are leſs 1 that 
they who are employed in the lower offices of life, Joh 
ſhould receive religious inſtruction from others whe whe 
have greater opportunities to know, and are better whe 
ualified to judge.” To this I have no objeRtion WM?” *: 
But when, after ng the — a Tesche bark 

to be, ability of head and integrity of heart, and: 
4 obedience; you pro idea 


| thole of a learner ? docility and 
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(5) 
ceed to infer, that even, in matters of the laſt im- 
ortance to their ſalvation, in which they muſt depend 
ou think) on the ability and integrity of others; 
the great and general duty of chriſtians, at large, is 
to judge for ther ſelves, of theſe. qualities in their 
Teachers, by thoſe means of judgment which they 
poſſeſs; and ¶ that] thzs is that important duty which 
t. John hath enforced upon all chriſtians by the ad- 
monition in the text, Beloved, helieve not mer Spirit, 
but try the ſpirits, whether they are of God,” 1 cannot, 
agree with you, | | TY * 
I have no doubt, Sir, but it is the duty of chriſtians 
in their choice of Teachers, to conſider well, who they - 
have reaſon to think are beſt qualified to inſtrutt them.; 
but that this deſerves to be termed their great and 
nce gener duly, or that it is the duty enforced by St. Jolin 
n this paſſage, I much queſtion. It is certainly a 
much greater and more general, as it is a prior duty, 
to judge of the truth or fal/ehood, importance or non- 
importance of the doctrine taught by the different 
Teachers between whom our choice may be ſuf. 


— pended; and it is chiefly by 4A e that we are to try 
ry offfl {he /pirits whether they be of God. What avails it to 
ery ii me, Rev. Sir, what a perſon's abilities may be, as a 
H "fa Teacher, or what his integrity, if, on the one hand, 


he be deceived himſelf, and. of courſe deceive me, 
by. teaching what is al/e ; or on the other, nierely 
anufe me, by teaching what is unimportant P- Vo 
ſuppoſe, and perhaps uot without ſome reaſon, that the 


n | | | 

— is Socinian dottrine implies a ſpirit of error which both 
f our deprives people of their happineſs in this world, and 
* bereaves them of their hope in the next;” and even, 
, and that * it is that evil ſpirit which, was foretold by 
life, John in theſe words. But can you imagine that they 


who chuſe to ſit under that doctrine, never confides 
bettell whether their Teachers be perſons; of ability and 
integrity? As to ability, according to the com- 
mon acceptation of the word, and according to what 
Can be gathered from your Sermon as to your own 
ideas of it, they are, many of them, men of as great 
8 e ability 


| 
| 
| 
| 


tlie Scriptures daily, to ſee whether theſe things were 
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ability as moſf that take OR the office of teach 
ing; and with regard to integrity or uprightneſs, fome 
of them, by renouncing their temporal emolumenta 


in the church, have given unequivocal proof of this. 


But gevertheleſs, Sir, you would not commend that 
rſon who made choice of one of them for his 


Teacher. And why ? undoubtedly, _— judge 
e 0 


they preach falſe doctrine. But it may be a 
do you know this ? And how are any of their hearers 


to know it ? Surely not by enquiring, whether theſe 


Teachers be men of ability and znteg 9, but by bring- 
of $ 


ing their doftrine to the touck-ſtone cripture, and 
comparing it with the lively oracles of eternal truth, 
But it will be aſked, How is it poſſible thoſe perſons 
OT this, with ſatisfaction, who cannot read = 
h criptures in their original languages? I reply, 
eg as hed as the r did, ho wy learn Col 
Adis xvii. 11, ſearched the Scriptures daily, to ſee 
whether the things taught them by Paul and Silas 


really were as they reported them to be. . Theſe Be. 


reans were Greeks, and moſt probably, in general, 


utterly unacquainted with the Hebrew, the original 
language of the Scriptures there meant. They could 


therefore only ſearch them in the Greek tranſlation of 
the Seventy; which, you know, is, in many places, 
far from being exact. And yet the Holy Ghoſt com- 
mends their conduct in this inſtance, and holds them 


ſorth as an example to others. You obſerve, Rev, 


Sir, it is not ſaid, they exerciſed their judgment con- 


cerning the qualifications of Paul and Silas to inſtru 


them, and upon being perſuaded of theſe, manifeſted 
* docility and obedience ;" but they enquired rather 
into the truth of the doctrine taught, and /carched 


It would have ſignified little to them, how great 
the integrity and abilities of the Apoſtles were ; the 
knew {ti} they might be deceived themſelves, and ſo 
might deceive others. The blind might lead the blind, 
Fa, both might fall into the ditch, They had re- 
courſe, therefore, to a ſurer rule, They applied 0 

„ e 
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the Law and the Teſtimony fy, and /Jtrihed the Scrip- 
tures daily, to ſee whether theſe things were ſo, 
. As to any danger. of dereption from treading the 
Scriptures in a | Tranſlation, rather than in the 
Original, that can be but very ſmall, _— in ſuch 
an. incomparable tranſlation as ours. But, © the ſub- 
jets treated on in Scripture are my flerious, arid 
thoſe holy books of great antiquity, and of conſe- 
quence the ſtyle frequently as myſterious as the ſubjeRt. 
of which it treats.” 1 anſwer, as to all points of 
dofrine and practice, that are eſſential to ſalvation, 

the Scriptures are ſufficiently intelligible to the meaneſt 
capacity, as being manifeſtly written for the common 
people. And it has been, and is the judgment of 
many great Critics, that they are more intelligible to. 
ſuch, than to- men of great learning ; and fat the 
ſenſe in which a common man of ordinary capacity, 
would underſtand any paffage of Scripture, 1s EG 
if not always, the true ſenle of it. Add to this, that 
the very context demonſtrates that you miſunderſtand 
St. John. For in giving us rules whereby we may 
| know the ſpirits whether they be of God, St. John 
does not ay one word concerning either the abulzty or 
zntegrity of the Teachers in queſtion,” but fimply con- 
cerning their doctrine. Hereby, ſays he, know ye the 
Spirit of God, 1. e. that any Teacher is guided by his 
ſpirit, and teaches his truth: Every ſpirit that confeſſes 

172 Chriſt to have come in the fleſh, is of God. I 
appears from the Apoſtle's words that there are certain 
leading and Fundamental truths of Chriſtianity (one of 
which, then, it ſeems, in danger of being denied, the 
Apoſtle names) which every true miniſter of the Goſ- 
pel will teach, be his qualifications for the work, 
greater or leſs, and that eyery man's doctrine muſt be 
brought to the teſt of theſe /. e gu Theſe. 
leading and fundamental truths arey Fph. ii. 20, termed 
the foundation of the Apoſlles and Prophets, as being 
the foundation which ihey laid ; and Jude g. The 
faith once delivered to the ſaints, as being the great 
doctrines which the ſaints were required to be po 


. 
» \ 


and hand down to others. For the/e we are to contend, 
earneſtly, (ibid.) and to Arive together for the true 
knowledge of, and faith in them; and are to hold our 
belief of them (1 Tim. iii. 9.) in 4 pure conſcience. 1f 
any man propliecy, or preach the word of God, he 
muſt preach according to the analogy of faith, (Rom. 
Xii. 6. la Tyr aan T1545) OT as St. Peter expreſſes it, 
© - as the oracles of God, theſe truths being declared with 
ſufficient clearneſs in the holy ſcriptures. A ſumma» 
of theſe the ancient Church has given us in the 
Apoſtles and Nicene Creeds, and the Church of Eng- 
land in her Articles, Homilies and Liturgy, as moſt 
roteſtant Churches have in their Conf ons of faith. 
owever, no Creeds, Confeſſions of Faith, or Ar- 
ticles of Religion are farther to be regarded than they 
can be proved by the Scripture, the only rule and the 
ſufficient rule of both faith and practice. And with re- 
rd to thts, every individual muſt examine and judge 

for himſelf ; calling no man, let his abilities or even in- 
tegrity be what they may, maſter or father, on earth, 
and crediting no man's doctrine further than it is, in 
his judgment, proved from r in his judgment, 
I fay, for as every man. muſt give an account of 
NN to God, ſo muſt every one judge for him- 
ſelf. Er | n 2 
But while I ſpeak thus, I would not be underſtood 
as inſinuating that abilities are unneceſſary, in a 
Teacher, or that an hearer is not in duty bound to pay 
much reſpect to them in his choice of one, Only 1 
aſhrm, that the mazn 5 he is to attend to, and x So 


+ 


whereby he is to zry the ſpirits whether they be of God, 
is the truth or falſehood, importance or non. importance 
of the doctrine taught. T his to him is of greater im- 
portance, and ought to be more regarded than even 
the integrity of the Teacher; although the latter is of 
greater importance to the Teacher himſelf, as being a 
| quality without which he cannot eſcape the damnation 
of Hell; whereas, it is poſſible, for a man ighorantly 
to teach erroneous or unimportant. doctrines, or in the 


Apoſtle's language, to build with wood, kay, and Halli 


r dS oo. as 


| (9 ) 
and yet to be ſaved, although it be as by fre. Add 
to this, if my ſalvation — as you ſignify p.-5, 
upon the integrity, as well as ability, of my Teacher, 
it would indeed be in a very A ſituation, and 
1 could never be ſatisfied I had made it ſure, as St. 
Peter exhorts me to do, 2 Epiſtle i. 10; tor 1 never 
can be certain of any man's integrity, I never can 
have more than probable evidence of it: but as to 
the truth and importance. of his doctrine, I may, from 
the holy Scripture, have affurance of this, and ol 
conſequence of my ſalvation as grounded thereon, * 
But that full juſtice may be done to your argument, 
let us ſee what you underſtand by theſe neceſſary qua- 
lifications of a Teacher, Ability, and Integrity; and 
by what rules an ordinary Chriftian is to judge whe- 
ther any individual, that profeſſes to be a Teacher, is 
2 of them. In looking through your Sermon 
or a definition of theſe two important qualifications, I 
find, I am diſappointed. You no where, I think, 
in ſorm us what you mean by them, ſave only, that you 
term the one ability: of head; and the other integrity 
of heart, Now, Sir, it by ability of head, you mean, 
as I ſuppoſe you muſt, merely learning and knowledge ; 
and it by integrity of heart, you underſtand only 
uprightneſs, I will undertake to demonſtrate that a 
man is but poorly qualified to be a Teacher of 
Chriſtianity, who has not ſome other endowment be- 
Ades and above theſe, " 4.56 
But let us attend to the rules you give us, whereby, 
it ſeems, every one may, try the ſpirits whether they 
be 1 and may judge for himſelf in regard to the 
ability and integrity of his Teacher. Perhaps what 
you advance on theſe heads, may give us to under- 
ſtand more particularly what you mean by theſe en- 
dowments, In regard to the ability of his 
Teacher,” (you obſerve p. 8.) * there is a rule 
whereby every one may judge for himſelf, founded 
in his own experience 25 applied by common ſenſe. 
However low he may be in the ranks of Society, and. 
however mean in , | 
. ve 
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have ſome trade or occupation by Which he earns 
his bread.” You mean, 1 preſume, that every man 
ought to have one: ſor it is too certain, that every 
man has not, not even in the City of Ox ford, or 
within the precincts of the Univerſity. Too man 
lounge away their lives in idlenefs, having neither tradd 
nor occupation, and live upon the induſtry or liberality 
of founders, and others, not originally deſigned to en- 
courage and ſupport idleneſs and piodigality. Or, you 
Proceed, he deſerves to have no bread at all.” Would 
to God, Sir, that this your ſentence were ꝓut into 
execution in the Univerſity, as well as an other places; 
and that if any man would not work, at leaſt, at his 
Audies, he might not be permilted to eat I To the exer- 
ciſe of that trade or occupation,“ you add, “ ſelf-ex« 
7 muſt convince him, that ſome degree of 
earning, however humblß ſome kind of practice, 
however vulgar, is required. He muſt have obſerved; 
hat, to learn the art or buſineſs of a common trade; 
by the wiſe regulations of Society, men are bound io 
an apprenticeſhip of ſeven years: and if he will carry 
this ſelf. experience and obſervation from one thing to 
another, a little common ſenſe will enable him to 
conclude, that the profeſſion of Divinity, — ſay 
rather, Chriſtianity,” or true religion, for it is not the 
profeſſion of Divinity, that the perſons you ſpeak of un- 
dertake to teach the common people, but the religion 
of Jeſus, or the nature and defign of Chriſti my ; 
and to teach them this, not barely that they may under- 
fiend and have juft views of it, but that they may ex- 
perience and practice it; or, in other words, that they | 
themſclves may be Chriſtians, But to proceed in poue 
own words; —“ The profeſſion of Divinity mult re- 
quire much time and ſtudy, before men are qualified to 
teach and inſtruct others in the great duties and my- 
ſteries of religion,” Much time and fludy ? Sir ! It 
requires ſomething more, than time and, ſtudy. It re- 
quires ſupernatural illumination: it requires a birth 
from above, a new creation: it requires à condutt,ac- 
cording to the Goſpel ; and it requires the preſence and 
I — 8 bleſſing 
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Blefſing of the Lord Jeſus, without whom no private 
18 Ce, and '« pegel 'no teacher of Chriſtianity, 
* can do any thing to n his office, and duty,” ' 
y Permit me, Rev. Sir, to lay befor you, ſome proofs 
* of the truth of theſe aſſertions- And 1ſt. that a man 
5 may be qualified to fſtruct others in divine things, 
1 „ neceſſary that he thould be ſupernaturally en- 
ty lightened: The natural man, lays uſe, = ts 1 Cor. ii. 
ad 13. oxmor arJwror, id eſt homo non ali quam naturali 
m animi ſuce præditus, the man that is endowed' with 


1d no other light of mind than that which is natural / Beza, )- 
to receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God : for they 
; are fooliſhneſs unto ham, neither can he know them, be- 
10 cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. They are diſce 
my ed, only diſcerned, by the light of that Spirit whic 
ũ he has not received. And what wonder that "thi 
of ſhould be the cafe ? May we. not argu with the ſarnt 
e, Apoſtle, ver. 11, What man knoweth the things of a man, 
d, fave the ſpirit of man which is in him : chat is, a man. 
le, could not know human: things, the things that rel 4 
to and are proper to human nature, were he not poſſeſſed 
ry of a human ſpirit, a ſpirit ſuperior to that of brutes.; 
ts. for they comprehend not the nature and affairs of man- 
to kind: Even /o the things of God knoweth no man but 
a the Spirit of God ;—no man knows them unleſs he be 
he enlightened by that Spirit, which alone undeiſtands 
m. and comprehends them. Hence it is that he affirms 
on concerning himſelf, and the other authorized Teachers 
of that day, that he that commanded light to ſhine out of 
a= darkneſs, had ſhined.into their hearts, and that God had 
8 revealed divine things unto them by his Spirit, that Spirit 
hey that ſearcheth all things ; yea, the deep ling , God 
zur 1 Cor. ii. 10. which Spirit, and not that of the world, 
os they had received, that they might know the things that 
to are freely given to us of God ; which things alle they 
y- ſpoke, not in the.words which man's wiſdom taught, but 
It which the Holy Ghoſt taught, Ver. 19. 13. And another 
* Apoſtle ſfirms, that the Son of God was come, and af 
rth given them an underſtanding to know him that is true; 
405 alluding, probably, to the words of Chriſt, Vo man 
nd; RR. | ; Inoue eil 
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$noweth the Father ſave he to whom the Son reveals him 
and to the promiſe of God by 15 Prophet, I wi 
ve them an heart to know me. No wonder, therefore, 


that the Apoſtle bowed his knee, to the God, of our 


Lord Feſus Chrift, the Father. of glory, to ſupplicate, 
for a hurches to whom. he Zia to the ſpirit 
of wiſdom and revelation in the N N of. hamſelf, 
that the eye of their underflanding maght be enlightened, 


fo that they might know what was the hope of their call. 


ing, what the riches of the gory of his inheritance in tus 
aints, and what his exceedin e towards them 
that belicve. And no wonder that he pronounced that 
man a reprobate, who had not Chri/t in him, 2 Cor. xiii. 
5; while he declared, that as 3 as were led by the 
rat of God, were the Sons of God. | | 
Now, Sir, if no man can have a Tight knowledge of 
Chriſtianity, without this /upernatural illumination, 
how can he, without this, be a proper teacher of it? 
Can a man, by the aid, of Latin, Greek, or Hebrew, 
or the Mathematics, or any thing elſe, teach what he 
ves not knaw ? 1 expe, Sir, that you, or ſome others, 
into whoſe hands this may fall, will exclaim, We 
don't pretend to inſpiration.” If ſo, I reply, Iam 
ory, or it. Tou did retend. to it once, __ you 
profeſſed tg be moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take 
upon you the ſacred office; and you ought to pretend 
to it ſtill, or acknowledge, that not having te Spirit 
of Chriſt you are none of his, and of conſequence have 
no authority to overſee or 2 his flock. 
To be a Teacher of religion requires 2dly, 4 birth 
from above. It requires this, indeed, to be a Chriſtian, 
and much more to be a Teacher of Chriſtianity; for 
ſurely you will allow, that a man cannot teach what 
he has not learned. To uſe your own words, Von 
muſt haye obſerved, that to learn the art or buſineſs of 
a. common trade, by the wiſe regulations of Society, 
men are bound to an apprenticeſhip of ſeven years, 
and if you will only carry this-obſervation from one 
thing to another,” you cannot but conclude that Chriſ- 
tianity muſt be learnt * before wen are qualifidd' to 


—. 
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teach and inffruf others in the great duties and apy. | 
ries of it.” But how mult it be learned? In theory 
only ? St. Paul did not think ſo; ſpeaking of ſome, 
the deſcription of whoſe charatter, as he has given 
it, Eph. iv. 17-19, ſuits too many, not only pro- 
ſalſors, but even Teachers of Chriſtianity, as you, 
yourſelf, Sir, cannot but have obſerved; he adds, 
But you, true believers, real Chriſtians, have not 
learned Chriſt, ſo be that you have heard him, and 
have been taught by him, as the truth is in F ; that 
is, if you have really learned him at all: | 
off, concerning the former converſation, the old man, 
which is corrupt, according to the decatful lufts ; and 
be renewed in the F of hour mind; and that ye put 
on the new, whach, after God, ig created in 14 0 
ne/s and true holineſs. Now Sir, if St. Paul is to 
credited, no man, let his {kill in Languages, Arts, and 
Sciences, be what it may, learns Chriſt, or Chriſtianity, 
who does not put off the old man, and put on the nem; 
and who is not renewed in the ſpirit of his mind; or 
in the language of the ſame Apoſtle, 2 Cor. v. 17, and 
Gal. vi. 15, who is not a new creature, ald things, viz. 
old 222 words, and adlions, paſſing away, and 
all things becoming new, Hence it was, that our 
Lord infifted to his diſciples, Matt. xvii. g. on the 
neceſſity of being converted, and becoming ihe liitle 
children, in order to their entering the kingdom of + 
heaven ; that is, in order to their enjoying the kingdom 
of grace, which is r:ghteouſneſs, peace, and joy in he 
Holy Ghoſt, Rom. xiv. 17, and being members of the 
Church militant ; as well as in order to their enjoy- 
ing the kingdom of glory, and being admitted into 
the Church triumphant, A doctrine this, which he 
enforces ſtill more in his diſcourſe with Nicodemus, 
declaring that unle/s a man be born again, or born from 
above; or, as he tarther explains it ver. 5, born of the 
pirit, as * as of water, he _ enter the king- 
4m of ; Nay, cannot /ee, or have a proper ac- 
won of he with - 4d — of God. Now Sir if 
man cannot /ee, or be apy acquainted with, and 

| | much 


as ye put 


: 


[1 - 
+ | 


( 14 ) 


much more cannot enter into, or enjoy for himſelf, the. 
kingdom of God, without this new, this /econd, this 
heavenly birth ; how can he, without+it, declare, 
aright, that kingdom to others, or enforce it upon 
them; that kingdom, of the nature of which, for want 
of divine illumination and chriſtian experience, he 
has not even proper ideas; and the nave excellency 
and conſolations of which he does not experimentally 
know. I hope you will recollect, that Oy 18 
not like a Science, or an Art, the knowledge of which 
may be attained by mere reading and fudy : You 
know it is a ſupernatural endowment ; the divine 
nature and ſuperlative worth of which can only be 
learned by experience. It is F. r NN Cod, 
and fauh in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : It is Juſtifica- 
don by faith, and peace with God, It is 2 in us 
the hope of glory, Chriſt dwelling in our hearts by 
faith. It is the love of God and of all mankind hed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt given to us, 
It is the image of God ſtamped upon the ſoul, and the 
_ divine nature communicated to it. It is humility, re- 
ſignation, patience, meekneſs, gentleneſs, long-ſuffering, 
the mind that mas in Chriſt, and walking as he walked. 
This, and this alone, is Chriſtianity. He that, I 
do not ſay, knows theſe things in theory, but he 
that in a meaſure atleaſt, experiences them, that enjoys 

_ "them in his keart, and manifeſts their influence in 
his 4:fe, he is a Chriſtian; and he that does not, is 
no Chriſtian, or he is a Chriſtian without Chriſtianity. 
And he that takes upon him to teach Chriſtianity, with» 
out the enjoyment of theſe: things, that is, without being 
2 Chriftian, takes upon him to teach what he has not 
learned; and, of conſequence, what he has npt ability 
to teach. He is therefore, to uſe your own language, 
„A mere pretender, an enthuſiaſt who deceives him- 
ſelf, whom one may pity; or an impoſtor, who de- 
ceives others, whom a man ſhould ' deſpiſe; and of 
conſequence he is not one of the ſpirits that are of 
God.“ Nor will his acquaintance with Languages, 
Arts, and Sciences, alter the caſe at all. As he knows 
Languages, if he chuſes, he may employ himſelf in 
1 teaching 


with antient or modern learning, 
guages, Hiſtory, Logic, Mathematics, Philoſophy, or 
any other branch o 
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teaching Languages. As he is inſtructed in Aris and 


Sciences himſelf, he may inſtrutt others therein. But 
let him not attempt to teach what he has not learned, 
leſt he be deemed an impoſlor. He has not learned 
* in the only way in which he can be learned; 
he has not put 445 the old man, and put on the nem, 
nor is ke renewed in the ſpirit of his mind; and there- 
fore let him not preſume to teach Him. Or it he will 
reſume to do, what he has not ability for, and will 
thruſt himſelf into the Prieſt's office for a morſel of 
bread, or for any other leſs juſtifiable motive, let nut 
any expect much light to be reflected upon their paths, 
from his wnlighted lamp; or to be guided through the 
wilderneſs of this world, in their way to glory, by his 


falſe fire. 


I read gdly, A condud according to the Goſpel, is 
requiſite, to conſtitute any man an authorized teacher 
of Chriſtianity. For unto the wicked, Cod ſaith, what 
haſt thou to do to declare my ſtatutes, or that thou 


ſhouldſt take my Covenant in thy mouth ? ſeeing thou 
hate infradics, and caſteth 4 words { 


P ehind thee; 
lalm 1. 16, 17. Do you ſuppoſe, that an acquaintance 
4 that {kill in Lan- 


human literature, can give an 
ungodly man a right to teach godline/s? No, Sir, nor 


the 1 — of a Biſhop's hand added thereto, One 
grand | 


other branch, is the knowledge of the true God and 


7 

re 
will, in the firſt place, teach this. But can that man 
teach others to know God, who does not know him, 
himſelf ? who never received an heart to know him, 
as 22 expreſſes it; or, as St. John ſays, never 

ha ah pace fanding given him to #now him that 15 
true; or, in the language of St. Paul, who never ſought 
and found the Spirit of wi/dom and reveiation in the 
knowledge of him. Now no wicked or ungodly man 
has obtained theſe, For i any man ſay he knows. 
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ranch of religion, and the foundation of every 


= Chrijt whom he hath ſent, and every teacher of 
gion, who is ſent of God and underſtands his office, 


God 
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God, and keepeth not his commandments, he ts à lay, 
affirms St, John, and the truth is not in him. No 
wicked or ungodly man, therefore, knows God himſelf, 
or has the Lie to teach the true and * know- 
ledge of him to others. And if he be unqualified to 
teach this Ar principle of all religion, how much more, 
the hzgher and more ſublime truths ? But were it other- 
wiſe, and he were ever ſo well qualified to teach 
divine truth, would not his practice more than coun- 
teract the good eſſeſt of his doctri ne, and, render all 
his labours abortive ? Add, to this, that going on in 
ſin, he could not expect, what is equally neceſſary, 
with any of the particulars IT have named, to render a 
perſon's miniſtry ſucceſsful; and that is 4thly, The 
preſence and bleſſing of the Lord Feſus. Without me, 
ſaid Jeſus to the Apoſtles and firſt Preachers of his 
word, ye can do nothing — Ve are not ſufficient of 
ourſelves, ſays the Apoſtle, to think. any thing as 0 
ourſelves," but our fuffictency is of God, who hath 
us able miniſters of the new Covenant, not of the letter 
but of the ſpirit. Indeed we cannot be Chriſtians without 
ſupernatural help, as we have already ſeen, chriſtianity 
implying a new heart, a new b:#th, or a nem creature. 
How then ſhould we, without ſupernatural help, be 
able to make others Chriſtians ? The Goſpel, wherever 
it is ſucteſsful. comes, not in word only, but alſo in 
power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Thel. 1.5 ; and is ac- 
companied with the _ of God unto ſalvation, to 
every one that 2 y beheveth, It is therefore re- 
corded that when, Evangeliſts and Apoſtles went forth. 
preaching every where, the Lord wrought with them. 
And have the miniſters of the Goſpel in the preſent 
day leſs need of his working with them ? Surely they 
have not. And they have cauſe to be thankful that he 
has promiſed jt to his faithful ſervants, as long as 
the world thaw ſtand, For (Matt. xxviii. 19, 20.) 
he has commanded, Go ye and teach all nations; bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt ; teaching them to obſerve all 
things whatſoever I have commanded you; and lo1 — 
1 | - wit 
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with you always, "even unto the end of the wor 
Leaving you to reflect, Sir, upon the great and mo- 
mentous truths, juſt laid before you ; truths of the laſt 
vs 70 ef wy fie 3 of 
Ambaſſadors of Chri/t, and ſlewards 0 myſteries 0 
604 4 earneſtly praying that you, and all _—_ — 1 
ter in holy things may be ſo impreſſed with a ſenſe of 
their certainty and importance, as not to reſt without 
the experimental knowledge of them; I forbear to trou- 
ble you further for the preſent, but ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Rev, Sir, your obedient Servant in the pure and un- 
adulterated Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 


| | Joseen BzNSON, 
Mancheſter, Feb. 1ſt, 1793. 5 


Rev. Sir, 


IS CE I took the liberty to addreſs you, in the pre- 
ceding Letter, upon the important ſubject of the 
qualifications neceſſary for a Teacher of Chriſtianity, 1 
have been very ſeriouſly reviewing the many teſtimo- 
nies of koly Writ which 1 made free, then, to lay 
before you, and whereby I endeavoured to pe, that, 
independent of what you advance reſpeQing time and 
ſtudy : divine and ſupernatural ulumination, a birth 
from abdve, a conduct according to the Goſpel, and 
the preſence and bleſſing of the Lord Fe/us, are abſo- 
luteiy neceſſary, to qualify a man for that ſacred office. 
I now intrude upon your. leiſure à ſecond time, and 
aſſure you, that theſe teſtimonies appear to me to be 
ſo plain, ſo expreſs, and ſo incapable ot being confirued 
into any other meaning, that one may ſately venture 
to commit the cauſe to their deciſion. You, however, 
Rev. Sir, make your appeal to very different voychers.. 
Wich you, Schools and Colleges, Books and Lebranes, 
are the ALL Iv ALL, And you are very conhdent 
that, by the way of lite in HO they who proteſs - 
7 3 
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be Teachers have been bred and educated, and front 
the opportunities they have enjoyed of receiving re- 
ligious inſtruction, and from the years they have ipen 
in the ſtudy of languages, ſciences, and other neceſſar 
os of learning, every one is enabled to judge lor him 
elf, without any depth of reaſoning,'who are beſt qus- 
litied to be Teachers.“ —I am ſorry, Rev. Sir, that 
you have put the matter upon this he, as it lays me 
under the . neceſſity of touching upon a 
je I wiſhed to have paſſed over without notice, 
and of making a compariſon I wiſhed to have avoided, 
as knowing it may, probably, gain me ill-will ; while 
it turns out neither to yoxr honour, nor to the credit 
ol the cauſe in which you engage. You will remem- 
ber, however, Sir, that you compel me to it, and 
have only yourſelf to blame for the conſequences. It 
is not our cuſtom- to meddle at all with the Clergy. 
The Preachers, that occaſionally viſited Oxford, did 
not meddle'with them; as I am well aſſured, by a 
Letterfrom a friend, whoſe word I can depend upon, 
now before me: and the people did not; but ſimply 
and quietiy went on their own way, without troubling 
themſelves with others. You do not attempt to ſay 
that their dofirine was falſe, or their lives zmmoral, 
which, had it been the caſe, might have moved you, 
out of compaſſion to their ſouls, to interfete for their 
good. Leaſt of all had they diſcovered any the ſmall- 
eſt. marks of dz/[oyalty to the King; but, on the con- 
trary, like their brethren all over the kingdom, had 
given unequivocal proofs of a ſtrong and unſhaken at- 
tachment to his perſon and government. There was 
not, therefore, The leaſt provocation given, in any 
way whatever, for the ruth malevolent, and unj uſt at- 
tack you have made upon us; an attack, Sir, which 
ou'could not have. had the face to have made, had 
you had the /{zg hteft acquaintance with the people you 
ſo groſsly abuſe. | En arts | 
he Methodiſts of Oxford, I have reaſon to believe, 
are not leſs pious or virtuous, than their brethren in 
other parts. They conduct themſelves, I doubt not, 
25 JJV 25 
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as becometh the Goſpel of Jefus Chriſt : which,'as 
it is of far greater value before God, than wealth or 
power, for which perhaps they are not very conſpicus 
ous; ſo it is an attainment which their perſecutors, 
and thoſe that mahgn them, have not arrived at. 
Do not miſtake me, Sir; I ſhall not recriminate, 
much lefs ſhall I return railing for railing. I ſhall 
ſimply make the enquiry which your Sermon manifeſd. 


ly calls upon all to make, that with to know who are 


beſtqualified to be Teachers; I ſhall examine what that 
« way of life is, in which' they that profeſs to be teach. 
ers, och in the eſtabliſhed Church, and among the 
Methodiſts, have been bred and educated; and what 
the opportunities are, which they have enjoyed, of 


receiving religious inſtruction? As to the num 


ber of years ſpent in the ſtudy of La 28 
and — (what you term) 5 Ar Jon TOP learning 
that 1 ſhall take little notice of; believing that the 
degree of knowledge attained, is a matter of much more 
moment, and better deferving of regard, than the num- 
ber of years ſpent in the attainment of it; fave that 
greater length of time, ſpent in acquiring any lan- 
guage, or branch of Science, is a proof of greater dut- 
ne /s, or of leſs application. | 25 
That I may give honour to whom honour is due, 
I ſhall firſt pay attention to thoſe that axe; or intend 
to be, Teachers in the eſtabliſhed. Church, and enquire 
how they are * generally bred and educated,” Vou 
know, Sir, that many of them, and thoſe not only 
the younger Sons of Noblemen and Gentiemen, for 
whom ptoviſion muſt be made in the Church, if ex- 
Qations from the Army, the Navy, or Merchandiſe 
Fail ; but divers others alſo, are from their very infancy 
deſigned by their Parents, or Tutors and Guardians, 
for hol Orders, and that not from the pureſt motives; 
nay, without any regard to what certainly ought firſt to 
be conſidered, viz. Whether they manifeſt any incli- 


nation to the ſacred office, any marks of piety, or even 


any capacity for neceſſary learning. As 10 the 44ſt 


particular, it is frequently the caſe, that if a 9 | 
. a ſon 
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u ſon more dull than any of the reſt he will bring him 
up for the Miniſtry, for * If the boy be fit for nothing 
elſe, he will do well enough for a Parſon.” With a 
view to be Par/ons, therefore, at a proper age, the 
are ſent to ſome of _— Schools, ſuppoſe to Welt. 
minſter, or Eaton. Well Sir: how are they inſtru. 
ed and governed there? and in what manner is their 
peri and condud? formed and regulated ? Are they 
rought up, I will not ſay, as perſons intended for 
Holy Orders ſhould be brought up, in the true ſpirit 
of Chrift, and his fir ft ſervants ; the  ſparit of prayer and 
watchfulneſs, crucifixion to the world, keavenly-mind- 
edne/s and divine love; but as St. Paul exhorts all 
Chriſtian parents to bring up their children, in the 
nurture and admonition, in va, xx hier, the diſci- 
flineand inſtruction of the Lord? is even their out- 
ward conduct properly watched over, or any due care 
taken to counteratt the vicious propenſities of the car. 
nal mind, and _ their morals untainted ? There, 
however, in the ſpace of ſeven or eight years, if they 
have any tolerable capacity, they learn Grammar, and 
read many of the Latin and Greek Claſſics, But with- 
al, not a few of them learn alſo many and great vices, 
They are ſent to the Univerſity, where, if their. ac- 
aintance with the ancient languages be continued, 
I fear it is not often much encreaſed, but perhaps, ſome 
knowledge of Logic, Mathematics, and even natural 
and pine Philoſophy 1s. ſuperadded thereto, 
In the mean time, it is notorious, that vice and profane. 
neſs generally make equal, or greater progreſs ; and too 
evident proof is given daily, that though they are de- 
ſigned to teach others the fear and love of God, that 
ear is not before their eyes, nor that /ove in their 
hearts. They take degrees in the Schools, one or 
two, according to their ſtanding in the Univerſity, not 
in general according to their merit; but in the School 
of Ebrift they take no degree, not even the fr that 
of repentance from dead works; and much ſeſs the 
ſecond, faith, juſtifying faith, cowards God. | They do 
not ſo much as perform their baptiſmal vow, and re- 
. 3 nounce 
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nounce the devil and all his works, the pomps and vente 
ties of this evil world, nor the finful luſts of the fleſh. 
The time comes, however, that they muſt enter into 
holy orders, and undertake the cure of ſouls, although 
their own ſouls are not only not cured, but not even 
made ſenſible of their ſpiritual diſorders. Accordmg- 
ly, the Greek Teſtament, and ſuch Latin Claſkcs, as 
x 6 Biſhop or his Chaplain are wont to examine the 
Candidates in, are applied to for a few weeks; and 
rhaps alſo, Burnet on the Articles is lookel over, 
in order that if any enquiry ſhould be made reſpetting 
the doctrines of the Church, they may not be quite at 
a loſs for an anſwer, Thus prepared, and too often 
th under a full conviction that there is no Holy Ghoſt. to 
23 be received, and that every pretence to his ſacred in- 
Ga fluences; in our times, is mere enthuſiaſm; they ap- 
pear before a RicuT REV. FATHER IN Gon, and 
without any real concern for their own fouls, ſolemnly 
declare they truſt they are moved by the Holy Ghoſt,.to 
take upon them the care of the ſouls of. others, This 
oy 1s the way, Sir, in which, as you cannot deny, many 
705 hundreds are continually bred and educated, to be 
f teachers in the eſtabliſhed church; and this is the way 
e. in which they are introduced into their facred Calling. 
ac- I At the ſame time, however, I rejoice B allow, that 
not a few, at /ome ſchools, and at both Univerſities, are 


Dar bred and educated in a very different manner, and 
— enter upon their holy office from pure motives, and in 


a right ſpirit, But many of theſe, you know, Sir, are 
ner Il iigmatized with the appellation of Methodz/ts ; and 
becauſe of what you have termed, their greater 
de- ſanctity of en and formality. of devotion,” as 
hat II well as for their tri adherence to the doctrine contains 
cr ed in the Articles and Homilies, are made the objeQts 
of reproach, and held up to ridicule, even among their 
not I brethren, - 
ool As tothe opportunities, which, you think, thoſe 
hat that enter upon the miniſtry in the eſtabliſhed Church 
do ae, ot receiving religious inſtruttion, I allow that 


in ſome Schools and Colleges they are very wank 
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"But in too many, thereis, at leaſt, one great and capital 
defect. The fundamental and efſential truths and duties 
of Chinſtianity, contained in the Articles, Homilies, 
and Liturgy, of that Church of which they are deſigned 
to be miniſters, are not explained to them, and en- 
forced upon them ; nor are they given to underſtand 
how neceſſary it is that they ſhould be enl:zghtened, and 


_ renewed by the Holy Spirit, that they may have juff 


and affecting views, of the nature and importance of 
theſe troihs and duties themſelves, and may. take due 
1 to inculcate them upon others. Public Lectures 
grant, are read, and co/dly enough; and in ſome 
Halls and Colleges, private ones alſo, upon the Eui- 
dences of natural and revealed religion, and other 
. remote from the /zfe and ſoul, the experience 
and pradlice of Chriſtianity ; but when are repentance 
towards God, fa.th in our Lord Feſus Chriſt; ju u_ 
tion by faith, &c. a neu birth, together with koline/s 
of heart and life, enforced ? and when are endeavours 
uſed to make them ſenſible, that it is not enough to 
wnder/tand theſe things in theory, but that it is neceſ- 
fary they ſhould experience them in their hearts and 
manifeſt the power -of them in their tempers, words, 
and actions? Nay, when are they directed with re- 
d to what, of all other things is moſt important, and 

1s firſt to be attended to by all that would enter into 
the ſheepfold by the right door, I mean, a r:g4t inten- 
tion, in undertaking the ſacred office of feeding and 
overſeeing the flock of Chrit ? Are they given to 
underſtand that their end ought to be, not eaſe, nor 
preferment, nor wealth, but only the glory of God and 
that to be in- 

fluenced by other and meaner motives, is to be devoid 
of that fingle eye, which our Lord ſo much inſiſts 
upon; and to render their whole conduct in the miniſ- 
try a ſcene ol ignorance and fin, of folly and vanity, and 
t f God, inſtead of 
bis Seng Alas! Sir, this is a point that is ſeldom 
or never mentioned, or thought on. And no wonder, 
for how few School-maſters, Tutors, or Heads of 
| ij Colleges, 
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Colleges, could ſay a word about it, without more or 
leſs condemning themſelves ? Is it not notorious that 
the expeRation of preferment in the Church, of 4 
Vicarage, a Reflory, a Prebendary, if not even a 
Biſhoprick ; of a Living, nay, if poſſible; of #0 or 
three, or at leaſt of a competency, a warm and com- 
fortable livelihood, is the chef, if not the /ole motive 
which induces moſt parents to think of bringing up 
their children for the church, and moſt young men to 
offer themſelves for holy Orders? This is not even 
attempted to be nc but is avowed in the Race 
of the ſun, without one-bluſh upon the cheek ! Such 
perſons, however, as one juſtly obſerves, © cannot be 
compared with Simon Magus, for they are many de- 
grees beneath him, He offered to give money for the 
gift of God ; the power of conferring the Holy Ghoſt; 
Hereb he ſhewed that he ſet an higher value on the 
gift of God, than on the money which ke would have 
arted with for it. But thele do not: they ſetia' 
ar higher value on the money than on the gift; info. 
much _ way neither deſire, nor will th — — 
/t, unleſs the money accompany it. The Bi 
len they are 25 2 eceive ye the” Holy 
Ghoſt,” But that is the leaſt of their care. Let who” 
will receive thts, ſo they do but receive the money, 
the Revenue of a good Benefice, "While they miniſter - 
the word and ordinances before God, he gives the 
Hcly Ghoſt to thoſe who duly receive them, ſo that 
through thetr hands likewiſe the Holy Ghoft is in this 
ſenſe given now. But they have little concern 
whether he be or not; ſo little that they will miniſter 
no longer, he ſhall be given no more either through 
their lips or hands, if they have no more money ſor 
their ur. O Simon, Simon! what à ſaint wert 
thou, compared to many of the moſt honourable men 
now in Chriſtendom.“ een 
Let not any either ignorantly or wilſully miſtake 
me, adds this Author. I would not muzzle i Ox 
that treadeth out the corn. I know the ſpiritual a- 
bourer too is worthy of his rewgra that if we 


fow - - | 
of l 
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ſow unto our flock /þir:tual things, it is meet that 
reap of their carnal things. I do not therefore 
blame, no not in any degree, a Miniſter's taking a 
_ © yearly ſalary ; But I blame his /ceking it. The thing 
| dlameable is, the having it in his view, as the mot, | 
or any part of the motive, for entering into this "PP 


ſacred office. on * 
. nigræ ſuccus loliginis, hac eſt co 


- AErugo mera, 


If preferment, or honour, or profit, was in his eye, = 
His eye was not ſingle, And our Lord knew no me-i? © 
dium between a „ingle and an evil eye. The eye 
therefore, which is not ſingle is evil. It is a plain 
adjudged caſe, He then that has any other deſign Ml *:; 
in undertaking or executing. the office of a miniſter, . 
than purely this, to glorify God, and ſave ſouls, his Ml 


2 is not Angle. Of conſequence it is evil; and = 
therefore his whole body, muſt. be full f darkneſs. - 
"The light which is in lim is very darkneſs. Darknels * 


covers his whole ſoul: He has no ſolid peace: he c 

bas no bleſſing from God: And there is no fruit of 
a his labours. Fe | | , 1 

Alt is no wonder that they who fee no harm in this, e 
ſiee no harm in adding one Living to another, and if 
they can another to that; yet ſtill wiping their mouth, 
and ſaying, they have done no evil. In the very firſt Ml 
ſep their eye was not ate! therefore their mind was 
filled with darkneſs, ſo they ſtumble on ſtill in the oy 
| ſame mare, till their feet ſtumble on the dark mgun- ft 
tains,” 1 | SP 

The above quotation, Rev, Sir, I have made from WW 
An Addreſs to the Clergy, by the late Rev. Mr. Weſley, 
a Tract which I — hope 2 never ſaw, other. 

a 


4 would 8 W, Y 
wiſe you would be inexcuſable indeed in repre, il ? 


ſenting the Methodiſts as a people who * ſet all learn- » 
ing at defiance, and hold all Science in contempt.” af 
For in this pamphlet Sir, Mr. Weſley argues ſtrongly 
for the great utility and ap. importance of more 
eir various bran _ 

an 


learning and knowledge, in- 


{\ #g* )) 


than "one half, perhaps I may ſay, than two thirds ok 
the Clergy of the-eſtabliſhed Church poſſeſs. This 
he does ſewite in ſundry of his other works, which 
as they are much valued, ſo they are continually 
read among us, and have induced many hundreds to 
1 apply themſelves to the ſtudy of human as well as 

| — learning. Nor are we ſo illiterate a people 
as you ſeem to imagine. In this reſpect we are e 
much upon a level with our neighbours; although 
we are far from exalting learning above grace, or 
even of equalling it therewith, and much more from 


ſuppoſing, ab you ſeem to do, that it will ſupply the 


5 lace of it. That you have“ magnificent Libraries, 
* 8 built by the generoſity of founders and others, for the 
ate benefit of your ſtudies,” and great advantages for at- 


taining. Learning and Science, we know. We only 
wiſh, that theſe advantages were made a better uſe of 
than they are, by the generality of young gentlemen 
who reſort to the Univerſities, and ſpend years in thoſe 
abodes of erudition. But as the mattet is, hundreds 
that never viſit theſe ſeats of Science, but are or- 
dained from Schools and private Academies, are equal, 
if not ſuperior in education, to many that learn to 
pronounce ALMA MATER.” And ſome, through the 
incapacity or negligence of the Tutors appointed them, 
or from other cauſes, find not the advantages there 
which they expeRed.—-1, for one Sir, can bear teſti. 
mony to this. Above 20 years ago I entered at Oxford, 
in hopes of perteQting my education in the ex 
and Sciences. And as this was ſoon after the Doors 
and Maſters in tull Convocation, a 5 ſearch 
being made, had expelled. from the Ugiverſity not 
only all that prayed extempore, or read and expounded 
the Scriptures to the poor and ignorant in private 
houſes in Town or Country; but alſo, all that were 
judged deficient in capacity or learning; had I not 
reaſon to expect I was become a Member of a v:ry 
learned, as well as pure body ? But how great was my 
aſtoniſhment and mortification, when waiting upon 
my Tutor Mr. B——, — know in what 2 
n * 
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would give me Lectures, I was given to underſtand 
that the books which the Gentlemen, under his care, 
read, (ſome of whom were in Orders, ) were Cornelius 
| Nepos, and che Greek Teſtament, and that I muſt go 
through theſe books with. them. After attending a 
few times at the hours appointed, unable any longer 
to brook. ſo much loſs of time, I made bold to inti- 
mate that theſe books, and moſt of the Latin and 
Greek Claſhes, were very familiar to me, as 1- had 
taught them all for ſome years at a Grammar School 
near Briſtol. He then informed me, that he would 
excuſe my attending, but as none of the-other Gen- 
tlemen under his care were capable of reading any; 
other books, he could not conveniently give me 
_ lectures in any-other. I was therefore obliged, though 

at the Univerſity, to be, what you call « ſelf-taight,” 
for I did not receive the ſmalleſt aſſiſtance from any, 
{ave that I attended, for a few times, public Lectures 
on Divinity, read by. the” Regius Profeſſor at Chriſt 
Church, and went through a courſe of Lectures om 
experimental Philoſophy, I ſhould have been glad if 
my Tutor, who fo willingly excuſed me from attend- 
ing his /earned Lectures in Cornelius Nepos, would alſo 
have excuſed me from paying him the uſual ſtipend ; 
but though he did not do the work, he had no ob- 
jection to receive the wages, which I accordin ly 
regularly paid him, and for which I flill have his 
receipts. But to return: Among the Methodiſts, whoſe 
Preachers you wiſh to hold out to contempt and ri- 
dicule, as wholly unqualified for their office, a very 
different plan is purſued, as to the Admiſſion of 
Teachers. They have no more idea of commiſſioning 
a Servant of the Devil, to overſee and feed the flock of 
Chriſt; or of ſettjng apart a man, who is himfelf un- 
godly, to teach goal:neſs to others, than they have of 
appointing a wolf to take care of ſheep. With them, 
therefore, the firſt conſideration is pzety; and what 
you term ability, is but the fecond. And in judging 
of this ability, they would be ſorry, with you, to ap- 
peal tio“ Magnificent Libraries, or years 1 
4 > -, _ W 


| „ 1» 
what you term, deep and i t findes; krrowing, 
that ſome of the verieſt blockheails in the Age or No- 
tion can boaſt of theſe, Nor do they attend chiefly 
to ſkill in Languages and Sciences, although theſe, 
they allow; have their uſe ; and in a/ ſeveral of them 
are not a whit behind many of the Clergy in the Churcty 
of England; but they regard. what is of far greater im- 
portance, a thorough knowledge of the Serepptures, and 
of the grand dotirines of Chriſtianity, and ſuch a 
meaſure of elocution as will enable them, .with pre- 
vious meditation and prayer, to communicate, as op- 

ortunity offets, that knowledge to others. With the 
Methodiſts, Sir, it is a maxim to admit no perſon. as 
a Preacher, no not upon tial, of whoſe genuine pity 
and good conduct they have not had fatistattory evi- 
dence ; and of whoſe acquaintance with the truths of 
the Goſpel, and ability to inſtrutt a congregation, there 
ie not, at leaſt, what is thought /uffectent proof. And 
after a is receiuea trial, he is not con- 
tinued, unleſs it manifeſtly ar that there are fruits 
of his labours, and chat loft ſinners are brought to 
God by his miniſtry, Add to this, that a perſon mult 
be, at leaſt, four years upon trial, before he is re- 
ceived into ſull connexion ;5- and at the end of that 
time he is not admitted, unleſs it be manifeſt, 1ſt. That 
he has given every proof of /ol:d pieiy, and has adorned 
the Goſpel during theſe four years: adly. That he has 
ability for the work in which he is engaged; and gdly. 
That his labours have been attended with the divine 
bleſſing. And even when he is admitted, he is not 
admitted for {zfe . but if at any time afterwards; during 
the courſe of his miniſtry, any thing of importance can 
be proved againſt him, as to want of feety, ability, or 


frut, he is {till rejected, and another more fit tor the 


important office is put in his place. And let it be ob- 
ſerved that during the whole time of his remaining on 
trial, and after his admiſhon, he is continually in- 
ereaſing his lock of knowledge, by buying up all his 
ſpare nme, and employing it diligently an-reading and 
tudy.— 80 that, according to your own rule, By the 

C 3 | way 
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; way of life in Mhich they who profeſs to be teachers 
have been bred and educated, and from the oppor- 
- tunities they have had of receiving religious inſtruc. 
tion,” if not alſo “from the years they have ſpent in 
the ſtudy of languages, fciences, and other uſeſu} 
ev of learning, every one is enabled to judge for 
imſelf, without any depth of reaſoning, who are beſt 
qualified to be teachers, I will not fay, with you, 
nin the moſt difficult and learned of all Profeſſions,“ 10 


e rr cx mw. vac 


for I have a very different notion of Chriſtianity, from 2 
that which ſeems to be conveyed in theſe words; but f. 
in the moſt Hiritual, holy and ſacred of all inſtitu- F 
tions; an inflitution, whereby degenerate man is toil U 
rie out of the ruins of his fallen ſtate, is to eſcape the © 
corruption which is in the world through carnal defire, MW Þ 
1s to recover the favour and image of God loſt by che ” 
fall, and to partake of the divine nature; and inſtead of 
being earthjy, ſenſual and atviliſi, is to be made hea- 
venly, holy and divine Sincerely praying that you and i C 
J, and alt that name > tracy of Chriſt, and eſpecially th 
all that ſpeak publicly in his name, may be, not- only Þ: 
fr ofif/ors, but prfſeſſors of this Chriſtianity, I ſubſcribe i o. 


mylſeit, Rev. Sir, | 
1 3h Your ſervant in Chriſt, &c. th 


renn m. * 


Rev. 81 R. n | C th 
| if (om looking farther into your Sermon, I ob- S 


ſerve, that the foundation of your error, with 


re pect to the qualifications of a Teacher of Cluiſti- pl 

. anity, is laid in your not attending to its nature. I E 
Chriſtianity were, as you term it, a diffictlt and learned ſie 
rofefſion, it would indeed be true, that only men of th, 
(#0. — were qualified to teach it, and ſuch might be ol 
qualified to teach it, let their — and behaviour be 25 
what it might. Men of learning, though ſelf-willed and 7 


impatient ; 


* 
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impatient 3 angry, malicious, envious; covetous, am- 
bitious, unjuſt ; nay, though revellers, drunkards, un- 
clean perſons ; fornicators, adulterers, and murderers, 
* be able to tell what names different nations 
and ages have given to different doctrines and 
duties, virtues vices, truths and errors, pro- 
feſſions of faith, articles of religion, hereſt-s and ſefts, 
and might be able alſo to communicate to others juſt 
ideas of theſe things. But if, after a. man has learned 
and believed all theſe things, he may be as diſtant 
from Chriſtianity as the Jewiſh Scribes and Elders, 
High-Prieſts and Princes of this world that crucified 
the Lord of glory; if Chriſtianity be forrow for fin, 
confidence an the mercy 'of God through Chrilt for the 
pardon of it, love to God and all man lind, tumility of 
mind, and meekneſs of ſpirit, refignation to the divine 
will, and patzence under the diſpenſations of his provi- 
dence, productive of a blameleſs, edifying and uſeful 
converſation. In ſhort, if it be purzty and love, with 
their proper fruits, then it is moſt certain,” a man may 
both know and enjoy theſe himſelf, and teach them to- 
others, although he underſtand no language but that 
which is common to him, and the perſon or perſons 
that learn of him, Nay, if he were not to- uttep ene” 
word, there is a language in his actions, in his ſpirit 
and conduct, in his tempetance and chaſtity, his juſtice 
and mercy, his devotion to God: and beneficence to 
man, which cannot but be heard far and near, and 
\underſtooe by the meineſt capacity, and which, has a 
much more powerful and laſting influence than ten 
thouſand critical and learned lectures.—It was thus, 
Sir, that jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught Chriſti. 
anity, They preached by their prachee. in the ſim- 
plicty of their hearts.; and in. the fear of God, made 
nown his truth to mankind, in terms of obvious 
fgnification, and ſuch as were eaſily underſtood by 
the loweſt of the people. Theſe of courſe flike thoſe 
ol che inhabitants of Ox ford whom you complain of 
as running after iliterate teachers, while, it ſcems, 
they deſert the lectures of the learned and dignified 
dottors,). crowded after them wherever they came, as 
5 5 os - finding, 


(5) 
finding, in their diſcourſes, food: for their ſouls, a 


although not without incurring the ſevere cenſures of m 
the learned Rabbies, and ſelf. righteous Profeſſors of 0 
that day, who in language, ſomewhat ſimilar to yours, v 
only a little more ſevere, pronounced, Thts peopie ſi 


that knoweth not the Law are curſed, for have any of p 
the Scribes and Elders believed on him ?—The ſimple tl 
people, Sir, that follow after “the Methodiſis and En- ſl 
thufiaſts, Anabaptifts and Drſſenters,” are obliged to d 
you that you do not pronounce a ſimilar Anathema 
upon them. They take it kind that you content yours ; 1 
ſelf with denominating them“ lind, and with affirm- p 
ing that thoſe that lead them are Mind alſo, ** ſelf-taught . 
without power, and, felf.ordained without even the 
appearance of learning, men out of the meaneſt — n 


feſſions and loweſt occupations of life,“ (profeſſions c 
as mean and occupations as tow as thoſe of the crucified tl 
Carpenter, whom they preach, and the twelve poor and ſt 
illiterate fiſnermen his attendants,) “ whom, 2 go tl 
on) had they a fair opportunity of trying“ (what 4 if 
my they have not') they would find more ignorant n 
and unqualified than themſelves.— Thank you, Sir, ir 
for your good. oil] For this ſentence was undoubtedly in 


diftated by your heart, rather than your head. You 0 
cannot fincerely think that all the Methodifts, Anabap- 7 
tee and Diffenters of every kind anſwer this deſerip- te 
tion; but, no doubt, you if that they did; and 1 a 


fear, you wiſh too, to make the nation believe it; to ſt 
make them believe what a perſon of much leſs ih“ 0 
formation than you cannot but know to be a He. | / 
believe, Sir, whatever you may think of their Ordt- * 
nations, {ew parties of thin would ordain, or keep in 1 
their connection, a perſon that would thus calumniate e 
whole Societies of people, unleſs ac gave ſome ſolid n 
proofs of his repentance for the wilful{landers he endea- 11 
voured to propagate; flanders which only thew the male- a 
volence of the heart from which they proceed, but cannot WM - 4 
- materially affect the numerous claſſes of people they are 1 
deſigned to injure. No: the Methodifs at leaſt (for [WW t 


will ſpeak in behalf of the people I amacquainted with, e 


— 


feeding the flo 
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are too well known, and have been inftrumental af 2 


much good in the nation, by turning ſinners to righte- 
ouſneſs, as well as by ſetting on foot and promoting 


works of charity of various kinds, to be much hurt by 


ſuch illiberal reflettions; even though you ſhould be 
permiued to preach your ſermon in every church in 
the Kingdom, 'as well as in thoſe at Oxford ; and 
ſhould circulate it at a lower price than at 2s. 6d. per 
dozen, through town and country. _ | 
Can you imagine, Sir, that the various bodies of 
Diſſenters in this Kingdom, are * ſelf-taught, without 
power, and ſelf. ordained without learning?” I believe 
ou cannot ſuppoſe it. You muſt know that their 
earning, taking them number for number, is by no 
means inferior to that of the members of the eſtabliſhed 


T 


church; and that their Ordinations are as ſolemn in 


themſelves, and as effectual to every purpoſe of ſacred 


ſervice in the Church of Chriſt, as thoſe of the miniſters - 


that are 2 ordained, if not more ſo, I ſay, 
if not more /o. For I believe, upon the whole, that 


much more care is taken, not to admit improper perſons 


into the miniſtry among moſt claſſes of Biſſenters, than 
in the Church of England. And pray, Sir, what is 


or the purpoſe of overJeaing and 


Ordinatton, but the for ard oe ow Properly 


called and qualified, 
40 C 


and are al: eady in the ſame miniſiry; as having 6 
ſelves been formerly ſet apart for the ſame WC by 
others ? Now Sir, this is done among the Independants, 
Anabaptiſts, Methodiſts, and other Societies of people 


- whom you take upon you to cenſure.— The Methodiſts, 
indeed, approving of the Dodrine and Liturgy of the 
| eſtabliſhed church, and wiſhing to remain in con- 
nexion with it, have avoided uſing the word, Ording- 
tion, unleſs with reſpect to the Preachers they have 


appointed, for a few years laſt paſt, for Scotland, 


America and the Weſt- India lands; but the piety, the 


virtue, the knowledge, the utterance at leaſt, of every one 


that is recommended as a Preacher, are particularly 


enquired into; and, as I have obſerved above, the 


fruit 


raft, by ſuch as are proper nudges, 


* 182 „7 
Fruit too, whether God has already owned the en- 
deavours they have uſed to call ſinners to repentance, 


and made them ſucceſsful in turning any from the 
wer of Satan unto God. But you know, Sir, that 


in the Church of England, it is no uncommon thing 


for' perſons that are rea unkoly, to offer them- 
felves as Candidates for koly Orders; and for thoſe 
that are ungodly themſelves, to profeſs ſolemnly before 
a Right Rev. Lord Biſhop, his Chaplain, and othery, 
that they ſincerely believe, _ are moved by the Hol 
Ghoſt to take upon them the office of teaching goali 
And, you know, too, Sir, that hands, hab Aal or 
wnholy, I will not ſay, are not ſeldom laid upon lach. 
This 2 * be more excuſable, if it were always ob- 
ſerved, that the koly Orders which authorized them to 
teach godlineſs to others, induced them to become 
odly themſelves. But the contrary is too evident, 
and we have but too ample proof, in Town and Country, 
that a man may be „ Bi with =_ _ Office, 
even by a B:ſhop, or Arch- Brſhop, and yet have nothin; 
A 2 or behamaur. I aſſure you, Sir,- 7 
take no pleaſure in mentioning this, but the fact is 
too notorious to be concealed ; and it is both a paty 
and a ſhame that it is not remedied. | 
You wonder, Rev. Sir, at the infatuation of the 
ople of Oxford, in that they will run after theſe 
Methodiſts, Anabaptiſts, and others. You have given 
them à rule whereby they may judge who are beſt 
qualified to teach them, and © it is with amazement 
and concern you ſee it ſo much neglected,” in the yery 
pw © where of ape ge is the moſt 22 
They enjoy (you think) a ſingular opportunity of judg- 
ä 41 e by being eye witneſſes of the — 
years you devote to deep and 1 ſtudies, 10. 
ualify yourſelves for your ſacred and ſublime pro- 
fron. They bear witneſs io the expences. yen incur 
in the proſecntion of thefe ſtudies ; and they expe- 
rience the — 
heard of the many lectures in Divinity which are read 
in that Univerſity, both public and private. pn 


s of theſe expences. They have | 


rn 
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and hourly they behold” (Oh! happy, O 
onians!) ** thoſe — libraries, Nerr 44 the 


generoſity of founders and others, for the benefit of 


your fludies., But notwithſtanding theſe opportunities 


ol trying you by this rule, and ä "_ 
y 


are more than a dozen pariſh-churches, built 

piety of their forefathers, in which you are ready to 
inſtruct them to the utmoſt of your power, you ſee 
many of them (to. your own inexpreſfible grief no 
doubt !) led away with itching ears by ignorant and 
itinerant Teachers of every denomination, by Metho- 
diſts and Enthuſiaſts, by Anabaptiſts and Diſſenters, 
(you will excuſe my repeating this elegant and bene- 
volent ſentence) of whe learning and abilities t 


have not had the ſmalleſt proof; men who are ſelſ- 


taught, without power, and ſelf-ordained, without 
even the appearance of learning; men out of the 
meaneſt profeſſions. and loweſt occupations - of. life.; 


whom if they had a fair opportunity of trying they 


would find more ignorant and unqualified than them- 
ſelves—Blind leaders of the blind.” | 
Such is the charitable language in which you have 
declaimed at four of the Churches in Oxford, and ſuch 
are the means by which, as I am this moment informed, 
you have contrived to ſtir up a mob, againſt a few poor 
innocent people, met together in a peaceable manner 
in a place duly licenced, to worſhip God, and receive 
the word of Chriſtian inſtruction and exhortation ; a 
people Sir, as /oyal to the King, and as Fu friends 
to the form of government eſtabliſhed in. this kingdom, 
as you, or airy of the members of the Univerſity ; and, 
I believe, I may add, not leſs pious, or virtuous. How- 
ever, through your z/l:beral, abuſive and flanderous 
harangue, a lawleſs rabble of gownlizen and others of 
the baſer ſort, aſſembled, pulled down the Preacher, 
dragged the ſeats out of the chapel, and beat and other- 
wile ill- treated many of the people. Such, Sir, is the 


bleſſed fruit of your preaching | Such is your loyalty” 


to your King, to ſtir up the mob againſt a people to 
whom he graciouſly grants his 2 Aud ſuch 
N | ; 18 
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pleaſing to him, and edifying to themſe 


| Honour to tread their courts. A 
it was otherwiſe. The inhabitants of Ox ford were 


1 34 


A the order kept in the famous City of Oxford! In 


many other kingdoms it would be the duty, and even 


the intereſt, of the followers of the deſpiſed and per- 


feeuted Jeſus, tamely to ſuffer ſuch outrages ; as i 
they might not be able to help themſelves, nor obtain 


-any redreſs ; but under a. Free government, ſuch as the 


Britt, which allows all deſcriptions of people, 


liberty to worſhip God in the way they judge moſi 
any it 1s 
neither neceſfary, nor proper, quietly to put up with 


it. I am glad, therefore, our friends are taking effec- 


tual meaſures to teach your good Chriſtians at Ox- 
ford, a little more of their duty to God, and to their 
king and country, than, it ſeems, they have learned 
from four times hearing your famous Sermon,; or 
even from the daily and hourly fight of your MAG. 
N{FICENT LIBRARIES. The Law, you know, 
Sir, 1s made for the lawleſs. me | 
I was ſorry to be interrupted and checked, Rev. 
Sir, by the above intelligence, at the very moment 
when I was going to tell you, how glad 1 was, to hear 
you give ſo 1 an account of yourſelf, and the other 
—— the Univerſity; and when I was upon 
the point of congratulating you, the C:ty, and nation, 
upon the happy change, which it ſeems has taken 
ace in your Halls _— ſince I had the 
ut twenty years ago, 


too often ſpectators of very different ſcenes, from thoſe 
you deſcribe ; and that with reſpe& to not a few who 


walked the ſtreets in robes of Science and Literature : 


Inſtead of being eye witneſſes of their great diligence 
in purſuing, deep and important ſtudies, with a 
view to qualify themſelves for the ſacred and ſublime 


1 of preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt, they 


requently beheld much time waſted in idleneſs, or 
conſumed in Taverns, Gaming-houſes, and ſimilar 
haunts of vice and profaneneſs. It is well, however, 
that there is fo great an alteration for the better. May 
it long continue ! and may the citizens of that highly 

favoured 


- 
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favoured city, (fortunati nimium, ſua ſi bona norint 
In BW yhoſe fireets are ſo continually crowded: with le 
en men, not only © bear witnefs ko the expences you incur- 
r- in the proſecution of your ſtudies, and experience the 
ed advantages of thoſe expences ;' but alſo be daily: 
edified by the ſhining example of your unparalled- 
he diligence, as well as by the fight of your magnificent. 
le, Libraries, ſtately Halls, and princely Colleges ! 
oft And, if I might be E to expreſs my wiſhes 
vet further, I Would ay, may | * be 
ith afforded the people of Oxford, 4 ily, that theſe de 
c- and important ſtudies are undertaken and proſecuted, 
x- out of {ove to their ſouls, and the ſouls of others, and 
em BW with a view to the glory of God; and not from a prin- 
ed ciple of al,. love, and with a view to wealth, honour, 
or or . You juſlly think it poſſible, the | 
G. may have heard of the many Lectures in Divinity 
, which are read in the Univerſity, both public and 
private; I hope they will alfo hear ſoon that thoſe 
— are tell attended by che ſtudents, for whoſe 
ns benefit they were inſtituted, and will ſee the fruit of 
them appearing more and more, in the ſpirit and be- 
ner haviour of thoſe to whom they are given. When this 
on is the caſe, and when the gentlemen of the Univerſity 
*. in holy Orders give ſatisfactory proof of their knowledge 
en of the Scriptures, and of thoſe fundamental doctrines 

of the Golpel, which are epitomized in the Articles of | 

that Church, of which they are admitted Miniſters, then 
the inhabitants of Oxford, as well as of other places, 
where their lot is, or may be caſt, will ſoon ſee, and 
bear witneſs, that they are workmen that need not to be | 
Tang rightly dividing the word of truth. But till | 
then, the bare knowing that the wiſdom of our go- i 
vernment has provided ſchools and places of learnin 
for the regular qualification of men who are to be called 
by due authority to be the miniſters of the national 
Church,” or added thereto, © the beholding daily and 
hourly thoſe magnificent libraries built—for the benefit 
of their ſtudies,” will never convince any that thoſe, _ 
whom they find to be deſtitute of every qualification 

| | | proper 


( 36.) 
pr er for an Ambaſſador of Chrifl, a Steward of the 


my/teries.of God, are divinely commiffioned by him, 
aud appointed to be Shepherds of their fouls ; nor 
prevent them from attending. the miniſtry of thoſe 
teachers whoſe conduct they find to be irreproachable, 
. —aizd whole word is made the power of God to their 
Jaluation. . 5 5 
Jau. while I ſpeak thus, I would by no means be 
underſtood as infinuating a * charge againſt all 
the Clergy of he Church of England, as you have. 
done againſt Methodiſts, Anabaptiſts, and Diſſenters 6f ma 
every deſcription. I am well aſſured that many of. th 
them are an ornament to their profeſſion, and are pub. 
lic bleſſings to the Cities, Towns and Villages, where 
Providence has caſt their lot. Not a few of theſe, I 
have. the honour to be acquainted with, in different 
parts of the kingdom; and know that the :gnorance 
and wickedneſs of thoſe, that are of a.different character, 
is truly and deeply lamented by them, as à public 
calamity in this nation. They lament too (to uſe the 
words of the. Biſhop of St. David's, in his moſt ex- 
cellent charge to the Clergy of his Dioceſe, delivered 
at his primary viſitation in the year 1790) * the 
erroneous, maxims which, are — and which 
for ſeveral years paſt, have very much governed the 
conduct of the Parochial Clergy, in the miniſtration 
of the word. One of which is, that the Laity, the 
more illiterate eſpecially, have little concern with che 
myſteries of revealed religion; provided they be at- 
tentive to its duties. Another is, that practical religion 
and morality are one and the ſame thing: that moral 
duties conſtitute the whole, or by far the better part 
o . 

« Both theſe maxims, (as his Lordſhip juſtly ob- 
ſerves,) are erroneous. Both, as far as they are re- 
ceived, have a pernicious influence on the miniſtry of 
the word. The fir/?, moſt abſurdly ſeparates prattice 
from the motives of practice. The ſecond; adopting 
that ſeparation, reduces practical Chriſtianity to heathen 
virtue; and the two, taken together, have much con- 

3 re tributed 


„„ 
— our! Sermons of the genuine 
and ſavour of e pros reduce them to 


: in which moral duties are en- 


- 


their place in the pulpit. 
« Th 


ue, under the influence of theſe two pernicious | 


maxims, it too often happens, that we loſe fight of 


that which is our proper office, to publiſh the word 


of reconciliation, to propound the terms of peace and 
pardon to the penitent ; and we make no other ufe of 
the high commiſſion we bear, than to come abroad 
one day in ſeven, dreſſed in ſolemn looks, and in the 


external garb of holineſs, to be the Apes of Epi- 


ten. 


Now, Sir, I will ey you andthe public to jud 
whether thole perſons are very "well qualited 5 * 
ſtruct others in the im nt truths and duties of 
n yr 1.to che angodizne/s and in- 
morality of their lives, are under the influence of theſe 
erroneous max ims, even. in their public miniſtration ol 


the word; maxims ſubverſive of the whale of Chriſtie 


anity, ſo far as it is a, divine ſyſtem, ſuperior to, and 
diſtinguiſhed from, thoſe of the Heathen Moralifts ; 
and who, of conlequence, deceive and :miſlead-their 
hearers, in the weighty matters of ſalvation? And 1 
leave you to conſider too, whether a l, or even 
much ones. of on and Greek, and other dead 
or {tut es, luppokag that a perfett acquain- 
tance _ Ky hes of. Science — added — 


can compenſate for the miſchief done by <exroneaus 
doctrine, in eee A. opt 7 0es and a vicious 


ractice ? Whether is 2 perſon of ſatle learning, wha, 
— knows himſell. and declares to others, though 
in plain language, the truth at it is in Jeſus; a 
adorns the dotbtrine of God his Saxiaur, wich an hol 
and unblameable ſxirit and behaviour; or one, who 
is deeply learned in Languages A/ and Sciences, 


ſpirit, 


of the heathen moralifts, and are quite out of 


but 


— 
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others the doctrine which is according 40-\godlenehs, 
and can only be underſtood by fupernatural illami. 
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J Perceive,' upon a review of the - pitfdgraph” quoted 
1 above from your Sermon, fan 2/1 9 Ions 
runt Preachers with contempt. - They appear, I 
doubt not, in your eyes, in a very deſpicable point of 
view indeed. And in the ſame deſpicable point of 
view, had you lived in that day, it is probable the 
Itinerant Preacher Ze/us Chriſt, would have appeared; 
the ſon of a Carpenter, and himſelf a Carpenter, with- 
out birth, without education, “ ſelf-taught, without 
power, and felf-ordained without even the appearance 
of learning.” In the ſame light too, you would have 
viewed the twelve Itineramt Preachers he ſent out firſt, 
to travel through all the cities, towns and villages of 
Judea; as alſo the /eventy he ſent out afterwards. 
ay, all the Itinerant Preachers, that, in conſequence 
of the great perſecution raiſed againſt the Church in 
Jeruſalem by the learned Scribes, Doctors and Elders, 
were ſcattered abroad throughout the regions of ſudea 
and Samaria, and went every where preacheng the — 
8 bY 9 n 


1 | | 
ould have appeared to you, it is likely, as objefty 


of equal contempt. And had you had your abode im 

town or city where the [itinerant Preachers, 
peter or John, Paul or Silas, 2 Titus or Apolloss 
ame, it I may judge from the ſpirit and tendency. 
your Sermon, I muſt conclude you would have 
been ready to-excite, or join the general cry againſt: 


etra.Whhcm, * Men 2 Ifrael help, for the men that turn the: 
this Wworld up/ede down are come /uther alſo]! And if you» 
you, ¶ had lived at the time of the reformation, what would: 
will you have thought of ſuch Hinerant and field Preachers 


as the Rev. Mr, Gilpin, who, year after year, travelled 
regularly through even the mountainous, uncultivated,. 
and uncivilized parts of Cumberland. and Northum- 
berland as far as the borders of Scotland, frequently 


communicating Chriſtian knowledge, and endeavouring 


And whether. you know it or not Sir, the late Rev. 
Mr. Weſley nes and with abundant more ſucceſs, 


a ſimilar preaching the very "laws gratis 


doctrine of the Goſpel, the doftrine contained in the 


7 Articles, Homilies and Liturgy of our Church, and 
of broſecuting the ſame benevolent deſign. And the» 


of Preachers that were in connexion with him during his: 
life, and have ſurvived him, with thoſe that have 
ed: been admitted members of their body ſince his death, 

have deen, and ſome of them for 40 or 50 years, 


ith. 

and till are engaged in carrying on the ſame work. 
— Their one object is to — * b nation: with the 
ave bing knowledge and love of God, with prety and 


170 virtue. And, bleſſed be God, their labours are not 

in vain, As, amidſt all the refinements of the preſent 
TON age, 1gnorance and fin, nevertheleſs, ſo abound, that 
„(chere is no leſs need of preaching now in this and other 


110 nations, than there was in the days of King Henry the- 
hoy Eighth, or Edward the Sixth; ſo that, of the Metho-- 
dea diſt Preachers has been attended with great ſucceſs. 
1d Many thouſands in Great Britain and Ireland, in 


als America, and in the Weſt-India Iſlands, have been 
D 2 turned 


to the great hazard of his life, with the ſole view of. 


to effect a reſormation in the manners of the people. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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| turned from fin to God. And your unwillingneſs to 


fee and own: this, Rev. Sir, is nothing new. , It is 


only a further accompliſhment of an ancient ecy, 
a: prophecy accompliſhed but too often in different ages 
and nations already, Behold, ye deſpr/ers, and wonder, 
end periſh : for I work a work in your days, which ye 
will in no wiſe believe, though a man declare it unto 
you. You may declaim, concerning. the weakneſs. of 
the inſtruments, and their want of learning; and 
indulge your ſuſpicions, that they have finiſter mh 
in view ; But this is only what your predeceſſors in 
unbelief have done before you. In this manner the 
Scribes and Pharifees declaimed againſt the. Apoſtles 
and firft Chriſtian Teachers, and the Papiſts againſt 
the Reformers. Thoſe who are influenced only by 
' worldly motives themſelves, will always ſuſpett that 
others act from the /ame. principles. And ſuch as are 
rangers to the virtue of the dottrine of: the croſs upon 
their on hearts. and lives, will, like the Jews and 
Greeks of old, either require a: fign, or ſeet after 
wiſdom. But the ſervants of Jeſus, neither feari 
the cenſures, nor coveting the praiſe of their fellow- 
creatures, . but ſingly regarding the approbation of 
their. Maſter, will ſtill go on, preacking Chriſt cruci. 
fied, to ſome a_ flumbling black, and to others fooliſh- 
- neſs ; but to all that are called, whether rude or 
learned, Chrift the power of God, and the wiſdom of 
Cod. For my part, I ſpeak from experience in this 
matter. I have been an Itinerant Preacher for upwards 
ol twenty years; and during that time have laboured 
in many of the Cities, large Towns and Villages of 
England and Scotland, preaching generally Aree and 
often four times on a Lord's day, and once, twice or 
thrice on almoſt every day beſides; and as I know the 
trials and difhculties I have gone through, and the 
matives that have influenced my/ef, ſo I have no 
- reaſon to impute other motives to my, brethren, whoſe 
lives I know ta be exemplary, and their word to be 
attended with a — 4 and yery, many. af; whom 
have gone through much greater hardſhips tha have 
1 ey | allen 


monks 
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fallen do my lot. Indeed hoop afuared by dther 
views,” than a regard to the glory of God and the al. » 
vation of mankind, they muſt be out of their ſenſes to 
continue in their preſent employment, as they neither 
gain, nor can gain, either honour or profit by it; and 
opportunities have not been wanting, for many of 
them to do much better for themſelves and families, 
in temporal matters. For what ſum, Sir, would 
be hired; to quit your warm and downy neſt, relin- 
quiſh your eaſe, honours,” and pleaſures, and travel by 
night and day, in ſummer and winter, in heat and cold. 
fair weather and foul, from Village to Village, from 
Town to Town, from Country to Country; preaching : 
once, twice, or thrice, every day throughout the year, 
and putting up with ſuch fare and accommodations as 
you might meet with; which, you may be ſure, are 
frequently not much better than thoſe Jeſus Chriſt 
and his firſt ſervants met with. Ah! Sir, if I am not 
much miſtaken; it muſt be a 1 ſum that 
would hire you to go through all this, for thirty, forty. 
or {fo years together, as ſome of the Preachers among 
us have done, till worn out by labour and fatigue, 
— — and hardſhips. of various kinds, they. 
ave been obliged to quit their ranks in the Army of 
Immanuel, and retire, like old ſoldiers upon a ſcanty: 
allowance, into garriſon; if, prior to this, they have 
not fallen in the field of battle, and ſunk quietly 
down into the ſilent grave.—lIt is an eaſy thing for 
you, Rev. Sir, in the midſt of affluence; eaſe and ho- 
nour, and poſſeſſed of abundance of leiſure, to fit down, 
in your warm and comfortable apartments, and write 
bitter invectives and f{landerous'declamations; againſt: 
Methodiſts and Enthuſiaſts, Anabaptiſts and Diſſenters, 
while, however, many of them, are employed in nothing 
«/c, from day to day, than in ſupplying your and 'your 
brethren's lack of feruxce, and doing the work for Which 
u and others receive the wages ; preaching the Goſ- 
el of Chriſt to thè poor and illiterate, and endeavour. 
mg daily to — yi laſt ſinners. - Bat · are you 
ſure, Sir, that the * Chriſt will applaud * 
LH 436d . 3 tor 
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for what you have done ? for exciting à mob, of 
Gownſmen and Gameſters, Tinkers and Ale-ſelters, 
not to mention Bo ds and Wh, armed with 


| flicks, and ſpears fixt in them,. againſt a company of 


inoſſenſive, peaceable, and welt-behaved people, aſſem. 
bled together to hear that genuine Goſpel which you, 
Sir, ſeldom, if ever, preach ; and to learn that duty to 
God and their King, which you very rarely will be 


at the pains to inculcate upon them ?—You may de- 


claim upon the — of the -Britiſh Conſtitution, 
and may make a ſhew of great Loyalty to the King, 
but do you think, Sir, were your conduct, in this in- 
ſtance, to reach the royal ear, that his Majeſty would 
commend you for it ? Was the late Rev. Mr. Veſtey 
/o cold in his attachment to King George, and are the 
numerous body of Methodifts, ſpread all over Great 


Britain and Ireland, and the Weſt. India Iſtands, ſuch 


bad ſubjects to the government they are under, that the 
higher Powers with their ſuppreſſion? Ah! Sir, I 


am perſuaded, if you think ſo, you are greatly miſtaken. 
| His Majeſty; I believe, is not uninformed, whether 


are or not, who are ſincerely loyal to him, and 
— ple attached to his perſon and government. 
Nay; Sir, have the community at large reaſon to 
praiſe you ? Are the Methodiſts found by experience 
to be fuch nui/ances, on the one hand, or of /o lite 
uſe on the other, in the nation; ſuch enemies to good 
order, or ſo remis and flohful in good works, that 

ple in general defire their extinction ? Sure I am, 
| 7, in places where the Methodiſts are numerous, as 


in this —— — throughout the Weſt of Vork - 
ſhire, in the populous parts of Staffordſhire, Woreeſ. 


terſhire, and Cornwall, at Birmingham, Briſtol and 


London, Liverpool, Hull, Newcaſlle- Fyne, 
Sunderland, and many other of the manufatturi ltr 


trading Towns, the pariſi Officers, Over ſcers, and in- 
habitants in general w bave no cauſe to praiſe 
you, were you to effectuate, what, bleſſed be Col will 
never be in yaur power, the extermination of the 
Methodiſts, The cif of heir preaching in render 


. 
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drunturus ſober, thieves honeſt, the 8 
diligent and induſtrious, the provi hon: they make 

for their own: poor, many of whom keep from 
being troubleſome to the pariſh; the be Societies 
which they have inſtituted in almoſt all the large 
Towns, as at London, Briſtol, Birmingham, Man- 
cheſter,: Liverpool, &. for che relief of the poor, 
aſficlad, and deftitute, of every denomination 3 their 
liberal contributions to charitable inſlitutions of py 
kind, as to Infirmanes; peat, and Sunday Sch 
which in very many places they have introduced, and 
which, in very" many they alone on foot; theſe 
things demonſtrate. that they are public bleſbngs, in 
the Towns and Countries where divine Providence 
has favoured their increaſe, In this Town alone, 
Sir, the laſt year, the colie@ions in the Methodiſh 


Chapels | for the Phe ers Lunatic Hoſpital 
— — 10. for day Schools hey”, for 


the poor of. their own Society to about ao . while 
the lab ons: for: the Strangers Friend, or neo | 
lent Society, indhted for viſiting and reli 
poor, the fatherle/s, ' the — ace and and 
fuch as have na helper, of any, and every 9 
tion, amounted; from Nov. 7, 1791, to Nov. 1, f 
to no — — than 4 A. It i tru, his ll 
mentione meets wit upport 
from many | gentlemen and — this Town and 
neighbourhood, who are not members of the Methodiſt 
Society; but the Methodiſts had the happineſs of firſt 
— as they ſtill have of conduding this admi- 
le beneficence ; the Vitors and Commiltee being 
al of their Community. | mention theſe things, Sir, 
with one only view, that, if poſſible, your eyes may be 
opened to ſee the greatneſs of your _ in endeavour- 
ing to raiſe the public — again people; who, to 
my certain — within theſe ky ye years laſt. paſt 
have been inſtrumental in the hands of God, of re- 
fo the lives of many thouſands; I beheve nat 
fewer than two! or three hundred thouſand; in Great 
Bouai, id America; and oß relieving, in a 
variety 
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variety of ways, the temporal wants of: * 3 TR 


the Zewiſh Scribes, and Dotors did, in the 
works of the firſt Chriſtians; or than the learned 
Papifts ſaw, in the deeds of ſpiritual and temporal 
mercy, done by the Proteſtants, in this and other 
kingdoms, at the time ot the Reformation; if you 
ſtill think them to be :enthuſraſts,' and hypocrites, and 
in the ardor of your 'zeal, {tall exclaim, Away with 
uch a people from the earth! Iwill put you into a 
method whereby you may — ay their further 
progreſs if not alſo gradually e eir extinction. 
ou, and your Brethren; the Clergy of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, have only to do as they do, to feel znwardly 
the ſame concern, and to manifeſt outwardly the ame 
_ diligence, to do ſpiritual and temporal good to the 
dodies and ſouls of mankind. Go forth from place 
to place, and preach as they do; 1 do not ſay in 
Preachan Jools much Jeſs in dwell:ng-houſes, barns 
and ſtables; no! far be it from me to defire you to 
diſgrace your dignity ſo far! but in the ſtately Cathe- 
drals, and regular Partſh-Churches; preach the pure 


doctrine of the Cure o England, Repentance towards 


Gol, Faith in our Lord peſus Chriſt, Tuſtification 
faith, producing peace 21 God, Aan e or a = 
creation, and univerſal holingſs of heart and life. 
Preach theſe .things, in — aſſurance of faith, and 
from /incere and ardent love,—love to God, to man- 
kind, and to theſe precious truths of the everlaſting 
Goſpel.” Expertence them firſt; and then-preach them. 

Be yourſelves truly penitent, and then call others to 
repentance. Believe in the Lord Jeſus your/elves, 
with your hearts unto righteouſneſs, and then invite 

others to believe. Be yourſelves juftified,, born of 


God, and in Chriſt new creatures, and then ſpe — * 9 


what you do know, and teſfkifying what you laue ſeen, 
urge — all around you * aeg. — 
felicity of the ſame divine change. Being yourſelves 
holy in all manner o, converſation and Fyodlinefs, 
Wan * 


However, Sir, if all this has no weight with you; af | 


can ſee no more excellency in theſe things; than 
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others in the daily and hourly purſuit of the 
dune ent Pic theſe . doftrines, 
on which the preſent and everlaſting; welfare of the 


human race depends, in language which all, even the 


moſt illiterate, may underſtand, and in the free, fa- 
meliar, and pointed manner, of a direct 28 
from the pulpit ; and not in the unnatural, forced, 
diſtant, and unaffeding method of coldly reading a 
pre- compoſed diſcourſe ; which, however well ſuited 


to the ſtate of: the audience, they can never prevail 


upon themſelves to believe is directly intended, and 


immediately addreſſed to them, and whoſe force, there- 


fore, they . will, ſeldom or never feel. Imitate our 
Counſellgrs, pleading at the bar, and our Senators 
haranguing in the Parliament-houſe. Speak from a 
thorough acquaintance with the matter in hand, and 
an heart felt concern that your arguments and per- 
ſuaſions may be ſucceſsful, Conlider, your ſubject 
before band, as, much. as you pleaſe. View it on all 
ſides. Fathom, if poſſible, all its depth, and com- 
prehend its length. and breadth, Get what light you 
can from others, and eſpecially from him who is the 
light of the world, and is made of God unto his fol- 
plicate the illumination of that Spirit which /earcheth 
all things, yea the dep things of God. Thus enter 
into the {* { meaning of your text, and feel its full 
n 


lowers u . Sdy beer your knees, and ſup- 


and with the terrors, exhilerated wuh the joys, or 
melted and refreit ed with the conſolations of divine 


truth, go up into the pulpit, and out of the abundance 


of your hearts, let your mouth ſpeak. Thus, Sir, will 
your W writer, and. your 
words, I will not fay with the heathen Poet wma 
legourla, winged words; but, in the lan e of the 
ſacred Penman, an hammer, and a fire, breaking ſtoney 
hearts in pieces, and conſuming the chaff of yanity 


and ſin; yea, as a two-edged none wg the ſins 


ners con{cience with deep compunction, and ſlay ing 
the luſtrthat war in men's members: While like 2 
5 01 


d with a mind, charmed with the beauties, ; 
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Cy 
oil and wine, which the good Samaritan - poured" into 
the wounds of the dying traveller, chey adminiſter 
divine. cotiſolation and Foiritua healing to all the 

broken in heart.—In this way, Rev. Sir, eſpecially if 
(as St. Paul exhorts) you be inſtant in ſeaſon and out 
of ſeaſon, «arm g. convincing, rebuking, and ex/drt- 
tung, with a fray erin 7 doctrine, as you will 
fupercede the neceſſuy, ſo you will undermine the- 
importance of the preaching of theſe itinerant En 
thufraſts and Method/ts. And, let me ſay, Sir, while 
England is a free nation, and the ir) bar the people 
have the Bible and Common Prayer-Book in their 
hands, and are at liberty to judge for themſelves, re- 

ſpeQting the truti and importance of the doctrine 
taught them, in no other way, will you ever be able to 

do it. It is true, to enter heartily upon this plan, will 
coſt you all carnal pleaſures, and worldly honours, and 
will require more labour and toil,” and a much gre 


c_ of ſelf.denial and mortification, watchtuheſs 
an 


| prayer, than it is' faſhibnable to-praftiſe. But, 


ured Rev. Sir, divine grace and habit will make 


it ea/y, the conſolations' of the Holy Spirit will make 
it pleaſant, and the fruit will be glorious. This 
being an important ſubjeQ, and one that deſerves ta 
be maturely weighed, I will forbear to: call your. at- 
tention to any thing new at the preſent; hut deferriag 
what I have further to obſerve to another opportunity, 
fhall leave you to your meditations, and again ſubſcribe? 
myſelf, Rev. Sir, Your obedient Servant in a. free. 
and pure Goſpel, . A ty 
5 | | Jo BENSON.. o 
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Men additions) lightwill be caton the ſubjeRts 
184 der, 


of my former Letters, if we go on to con 
in one- Letter more, what you advance with 
N | to 
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theſe eker, you obſerve. however 8 
of Languages and ſome branches of Science, for as 
to the great Truths of Chriſtianity, they are much 
better acquainted with theſe, than many of thoſe-who 
attempt to cenſure them) * have the art to perſuade 
their hearers, that their greater ſanctity has, called 
down from heaven a greater degree of illuminati 
Which ſets all learning at defiance,.. and holds all 
ſcience in contempt,” Theſe muſt be very ignorant 
Teachers, indeed, Sir, both in imagining they are more 
holy than others, when it is maniteſt they are not hol 
at all, and that this ſuppoſed greater ſanctity has called 
don (that is, has merited] from heaven a greater, de. 
gree of illumination, they ſubverting the order of 
things, and making that holineſs, which is the fe 
of divine illumination and e, to be the ca 
thereof, I hope, Sir, you will inform the world w 
theſe teachers are, where they practiſe this ini- 
quitous art, that mankind may be on their guard 
againſt them. For my part, though I have been in all 
parts of the kingdom, and am pretty much acquainted 
with religious people of all denominations, I have 
not yet met with any that anſwer this deſcription, that 
themſelves believe, or endeavour to perſuade others, 
« that their greater ſanftity has brought down 

them a greater degree of divine illumination,” I ſufe 
peR, Sir, that in this inſtance, the ignorance is your 
0wn, and that you neither underſtand what you. ſay, 
nor . whereof you affirm ; neither know the ſubje& 
you undertake to write about, nor even the meanin 
of your .awn expreſſions. Their greater ſanctity has 
called down from heaven a greater degree of illumina- 
tion |. Is this the language which the Methodiſts, or 
any of the other claſſes of people, you ſo bitterly 
inveigh againſt, hold forth, either in their Sermons 
or Writings ? No, Sir, they believe and teach, not that 
the holineſs of man merits the , Cod, but that 
the grace of Cod, produces holineſs in man; and that, 
from firſt to laſt, T 


grace we are ſaved through faith, 
| But, 


— —— 
—— — 


bag, they perſuade their hearers that their greater 
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from heaven divine illumination, be ſo abſurd; chat no 


p_ 1 to any true knowledge of the -Gof- 
128 | 


hriſt can, for one moment, admit of it; yet il 

a fervant of God, that truly fears and loves him, 
and ſpends his life in obedience to his will, were to 
judge himſelf more illuminated, than a fervant of the 
Devil whoſe life is a ſcene of folly and fin, and who 
is therefore repreſented in ſcripture as being in dark- 
* and wal ng in darkne/s, and not ' knowing 
whither he goeth, becauſe that darkneſs hath' blinded kts 
eyes, it does not appear to me, that he would judge 
much amiſs. Nay, if a perſon, whom you, Rev. Sin 
might pronounce illiterale, becauſe he underſtood no 
language but his own, and was but little read in any 
branch of Science, but was well acquainted with the 
t doftrines of Chriſtianity, and was'a new creature 

in Chrift Jeſus, were to fuppoſe himſelf poſſeſſed: of 
more divme light and knowledge, than a learned 


Rabbi, who was under the influence of fuch errot 
neous maxims as thoſe above mentioned; and whoſe 


life was a ſcene of vice and profaneneſs, methinks 
he would be very juſtifiable in the 'fight of God and 
man. | | i 90 
ut,“ you add, “ in addition to the fuperior 
light, the — on a ſanctity of character and à for- 
mality of devotion, ſuperior to thoſe of the more 
intelligent and duly educated miniſters of the Goſpel.“ 
They had need, Sir, to put on a ſanflity of character 
and a formality of devotion, ſuperior to thoſe vf 
many Miniſters, however intelligent and duly edu- 
cated, for, you know, they put on none at all. But 
pray Rev. Sir, how do you know "that this ſandtity of 
c laracter and formality of devotion, as you expreis 
i, is merely put on And what do you mean by fay- 


ſanctity has called down—a greater degree of illumi- 
nation ;” and adly, that © in addition to this deluſion 


of ſuperior light,” they put on a ſ{anftity of cha- 


ratter.?”-——Do you" mean that they put on the 


ſanctiy 


Eu, Sir, though the idea of one holinefß calling b 
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every one. But to 


n 


ſanity of character both as an und u. d an u/þpen 


rment, divine illumination being interpoſed between 
them? H all this were not mere /kadow and pretence; 
if there were but any reality in it, I ſhould Tuppoſe 
that they put on this double robe of r1ghteou/n:/s, to 


make, if poſſible, fome amends for the error and the 


of thoſe teachers of religion who clothe them- 
ſelves, (1 had almoſt ſaid with curſing as with a gar- 
ment, but I-will fay} with raiment of a very different 
kind, and are by no means blameable-for-making too 


great pretences to extraordinary ſanctity or devotion | 


- + But, (you go on) as neither we nor ye are ſenſjble. 
of any extraordinary gift or ſpecial illuminations,”* 
any more, you might have added, than the Phariſees, 
Scribes, and Elders among the Jews were, of the 
ifts and illuminations of the primitive Chriſtians, or 
even of Chriſt himſelf, or his Apoſtles ; . as none 


ol us feel ourſelves much wiſer or much better than 
our neighbours,” having neither entered in at the 


rait gate, nor walking in the narrow way, but along 
with the world, lying {till in the wicked one, 1 John, v. 
19. * let us withhold our admiration of theſe wonderous 
men, whilſt we judge of them by ſuch plain rules of 
Scripture, which we believe is that true light which 
ighteth every man that cometh into the world.” 
old Sir; here is a ſmall error, Do you not deify the 
Scriptures ? Do you not put them in the place of the 
Word, that was in the beginning with God, and war 
Cod. They cannot be that true light that. lighteth 
man that cometh into the world, unleſs the 


Scriptures be really given to, and underſtood | 
u 


| fer you to proceed; © By ſuc 

plain rules of Scripture, as the meaneſt underſtanding 
may apply, and by which we may be able todetermiae 
whether be of God.“ Very good: This, I will 


- anſwer ſor them, is all they deſire. Let their doctrine 


and practice, as well as the fruits of both, be brought 
to thus teſt, and let it, be j of accordingly „ and 
let not the Clergy: of the eftablifhed Church, be above 

ſubmitting to be tried · by 3 rut. 
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Beware of falſe Prophets,” ſaith our Lord him. 
Yelf, Which SRP! >. ng ſheep's clothing, — 
inwardly they are ravening wolves, Ye ſhall know 
them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, 
or figs of thiſtles ? Even ſo, every good tree bringeth 
forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth 
evil fruit: a good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
neither can'a corrupt tree bri TS ood fruit: 
' wherefore by their fruits ye ſhall know them.” An 
admirable rule indeed; and, as you juſtly obſerve, 
„plain in itſelf, plain it its illuſtration, _ Plain in 
its application,” But is it poſſible, Sir, that you can 
"be /erious in your appeal io it? Are you really wil. 
ling, that, (I will not ſay,) the /:ri4 and temper, but 
the conver/ation and behamour, of the members ar 
' Clergy of the Church of England, ſhould be brought 
20 this teſt, and judged of accordingly? Are you 
willing that they ſhould be deemed corrupt trees, who 


' Fearched the whole crjpttire, you' could not have 
\ Found a tex! that more effettually condemns many. ot 
' thoſe you wilh to juſtify, Be chis as it will, Sir, the 

' Methodiſts, whether Preachers or people, ure perfełlly 
willing to Rand, or fall by this rule. And you are 


welcome to underRand it either of the Au¹te of their 


 preachang and labowurs, or of their tempenrs, words .and 
" «Gions. As to che former, they can produce many 
"thouſands, in the Britiſh dominions and. America, who 
' were once, moſt of them, notorious ſinners, now 
manifeſtly wrned from the evil of their ways, and 


_ walking in all God's ordinances and commandments 


Þlaineleſs ; not to mention the "much greater multi- 
tude from their Societies and Congregations that duri g 
he laſt fifty years, have departed this life in God's 
"Faith and fear. And as to the alter, they are not 
athanie&to teſtify, that they enjoy in 8 and 
make it their daily care to maniſeſt to others, in their 
temper and behaviour, the ag, 4 fruiis which yon men- 
tion as CharaQeriſtic of che Spirit of God; and 1 
"apo is» much h, and Higher Teaſe, than tht jo 
n $ © Hot, . . hic : 


V * 
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which y — them ; even in the ſenſe by 
which yy a e hear and dif SOIT = o 
be en in heart diſplayed in es o 
Tn ad hn and f 

ws udge o 0 
the — —_ juſtly — ht of 4 motives 
which lie aried. Aich the breaſt, is indeed a difficult 
and a delicate taſk : but, when the Founder of our 
rough: nn who was himſelf the ſearcher of hearts, has 
fore warned his Church to beware of falſe teachers, and 
has given us the rule by which they are to be tried; to 
apply that rule is a ſolemn duty of religion, in obedi- 
ence io that command. It certainly is, Sir, and 1 
would to God it were applied more tre uently than it 
is. What follows, is lily worthy of attention and 
regard. What. theſe fruits are, by which we are 
direfted to try the ſpirits of men; both good and evil, as 
— — we trace the fountain, whether bitter or 
weet, from which it flows, Scripture, that infallible 
rl ale of ke Bor Aer ACCO 47 5 A eg, 
rut Q e, , 
Gentlene/s, Goodne/s, ſe Fa N 2 amberance. — 
And would you with, Sir, that the Neri of all — 
ers, of thoſe in the Church of England, as well as of 
the Mo, e, and others, ſhould be! 
brought to the teſt of this rule? Shall we take it for 
granted, that all Who do not enjoy in their hearts, and 
maniſeſt in their lives, theſe fruits, are devoid of that 
| — which you have declared to be an elſential 
. — — authorized —— . wor. Iſo; 
ear, conſequence will not 
would wiſh it. T's 
* — to 1 28882 place, Sip, ig 
t the fruits of the Spirit, it is not poſhble 
ſhould — — the Spirit is not, even as the fruiu 
of light and heat, eannot be where light and heat are 
not; nor the fraits of life and healt th, where there is 
only fickneſs, diforger, and death, Now, Sir, can you 
imagine that thoſe perſons have this Spirit, or are 
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to the primitive ages of Chriſtianity, and utterly deny- I Pro 

that any ſuch thing can be enjoyed now And = — 

many teachers in the eſtabliſhed church do this, you IO of: 

probably may be a better judge than Iam. I can only: I the 
ſay, that my mind has been - repeatedly pained, as well 

| in hearing it denied from tbe Pulpit, as in obſerving it i oye 

denied from the Preſs, And then, if, as the Apoſtle was 

teſtifies, 2 Cor. iii. 17. where the Spirit of the Lord is aſm 

there is liberty, even liberty from the dominion of ſin, to e 

(Rom. v1. 14, and viii. 1,—10 ;) if he that committeti lye 

fin, as Chriſt teſtifies, is the flave of „in, and as St. John cau 

bears witneſs, zs of the Devil, whereas he that is born of gre 

God doth not commit fin, it will follow, that all that we 

are in bondage to fin, i. e. as Chriſt and his Apoſtles aue 

explain it, all that commit it, are alſo devoid of this in 

thi 
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Spirit, as being deſtuute of this one, grand, neuer- 
Juiling fruit of it. This mark, therefore, ſets aſide all 
| open 13 of every kind, as drunkards, whoremongers, 
adulterers ; ſwearers, ſabbath. breakers, profane perſons, . 
lyars, flanderers, evil-ſpeakers, and even the covetous, 
ambitious and. effeminate, . who either, living in pleas: 
ſure, are dead . while they live, or. purſuing wealth, 
honour or . preferment, as in adding one living to 
another, or changing one for another, for no other 
reaſon but becauſe it brings in more money, or requires, 
as the derm is, 4% | duty; demonſtrate that they are 
z earthly and /en/ual, if not even deuiliſi alſo. 
1 That there are. none of this ungodly and vicious 
| ſtamp ſtill employed as teachers of piety, and virtue, in 
ö the eſtabliſhed church, I think, Sir, you will not take 
| upon you to ſay... But we muſt not ſtop here, Sup: 
poſe a Teacher of religion does not affirm, on the one; 
| land. that there is no Holy Ghoſt to be received now; 
| nor diſgrace his profeſſion, on the other, by an ungod- 
ly or vicious prattice; yet we have no right to con- 
clude immediately that he is certainly pollclled.of the, 
ſpirit of Chriſt. - We muſt remember a man, Whether 
4 private.Chriſtian or public Teacher, may, like the An- 
of the Church of Sardis, have a name ſo live and 
dead; and like thoſe who (according to St. Paul's 
TE Et * . Prophecy 
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Prophecy would: depart from the ſaill in the latter days 
may have a form of . and 2 the — 2 
you of: We mult enquire, whether, proſeſſing to be CarH 
nly r crucified the fleſh with its affettrons and luſts, . 
2 v. 24, in other words, whether they have power 
But over inward fin, fo as to have in them the mind hat 
tle | was in: Chrift, and wall, even as he walked, ' And in- 
dis aſmuch as good nature, on the one hand, and a regard 
lin, I to decency and repusatioh, on the other, will frequent 
ey carry a perſon à great way in external things, and * 
cauſe bim to put on, what Sir, have termd 2 
of greater ſanity of aharatterand foraplity of devotion,” - 
hat we muſtgo. one ſtep further ſtill, and bting his temper | 
= Th 13 to — touchſtone of — 245 of the 
partt, ave ve operly appealed to, as 
"| the tet ofa — — zo — ce of the Miniſ- 
try. We muſt enquire in particular, whether he has 
love, joy and heusc. i, e. according to Rom v. 1.—6, 
whether, being jaſtiſcd 2 1th he has peace w:th God, 
through our Lord Fefus Chriſt, producing peace of con- 
ſcience ; even 4 race that paſjeth all under/tanding, 
— * heart aud mind through Chriſt . ſus? , 
ther he has acce/2by faith into that grace in which 
true believers ſtand, and rejoice in lege of the g/ory of 
God? whether he  {oves, ſincerely and fervently loves 
God, who firſt loved him; yea, whether the {ave of. 
8 God be ſhed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghoſt. 
b g ven unte him, fo that dwelling in loue he - 4 in 
oed, and God in him; and for God's fake; loves afl, 
' v#+- mankind, not excepting his bittereſt enemies? 
1 
4 


as it is of the greateſt importance not to be miflaken in. 

this point; as it is moſt certain, that whatever a perſgn 

may have, if he haFfot this love, he is nr. if Heh” - 

[peak with the tongues of men and Angels, and poſſeſe 

in not, he is become as ſounding bai, or a tnkhing cym- 

bal ; and though he hahthe gift of prophecy, and under- 

flandf all my/teries, and all knowirage; and though he h. 

22 e that he could remoue mountains, and , 
ve, he 25 nothing; and though be be/towſ all hisgoods 

to feed the poor, and —_ to be bupned, aud 4 
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nol, it profitethhim nothing : 2 Cor. xiii. 1g. We muſt 
cn Weber this — ſuffers long, and is lind, 


whether it does not , nor ad raſhly ? is not ed 
up ? does not behave itſelf un Sir ſeeketh 2 
own is not provoked ? thmnketk no evil ? rejoiceth not 
in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth ? beareth, believeth, 
hopeth, endureth all things? Or which comes to the 
ſame thing, whether it be accompanied with /ong-/uf- 


ering, gentleneſs goodneſi, faith, meekne/s, temperance ? - 
fering ſs g 7 ef — 


e Sir, are the fruits of the ſpirit of as that 
Spirit himſelf has delineated them in the Holy Scrip- 


tures; and if theſe fruits are to be conſidered as an in- 


fallible teſt of the Integrity of a Teacher of religion, 
which I do not deny, ſure Iam, many that ſuſtain 
that character muſt ſtand convicted of hypocriſy. You 
indeed, are ſo charitable as to ſuppoſe the whole nation 


to be poſſeſſed of them, although like the bulk of all 


other nations, it lies in wickedneſs, and abounds with 
vices, of all kinds, the very reverſe of theſe fruits of 
the Spirit ; with curſing, ſwearing, ſabbath-breaking, 
lying, flandering, defrauding, oppreſſing, revelling, 


runkenneſs, uncleanneſs, pride, ambition, covetoul- 


neſs, ſelf. indulgence; ungodlineſs, unrighteouſneſs, 
intemperance. Vet if we believe you, love, joy, peace, 


long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, fidelity, meckneſs, and 
temperance, fill our land, and are every where to be met. 
with; and thoſe that teach the contrary you term dz/- 
affefted Teachers : that is, thoſe that cannot prevail on 


_ themſelves to call evi! good, and good evil, to put dark- 


ne/5 for light, and light for darkneſs, bitter for ſweet, 
and fweeFtor bitter, but have learned to diſtinguiſh the 
one from the other, and while they recommend the 
one, bear their teſtimony againſtithe other, are 44. 
fedted Teachers, and ſuch I believe, the Prince of dark. 
neſs thinks them to be, even diſaffetted to him ahd 
hoſtile to his cauſe and intereſt. But let me aſk you, 


Sir, doth a fountain ſend forth, at the ſame place, 


ſweet water and bitter ? Can a fig-tree bear olive berries, 
er @ vine figs? So can no fountain" both yield ſalt 
water and jreſh,. The truth, I ſuppoſe is, Rev. Sir, 
Pe ; 3 : you 
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miſtake” mere heathen virtue lor the fruits ol 
the Spirit of God; and becauſe, upon the Whole, we 
are a happy, and proſperous, mag nanimous, generous,” 
and merciful nation, having, as you ſay, peace within- 
our walls, and plentebuſneſs within our palaces and 
houſes, you therefore conclude that we have peace with 
God, love to all mankind, and joy in the Holy. Ghoſt. 
But be aſſured,” Sir, the rug of the e are as 
far above theſe effects of mere nature and education, 
as the Kingdom of God is above the kingdoms of this, 
_ or as 7e/us Chriſt is ſuperior to Socrates or 


As to the reſt of your. Sermon, I have no material, 
fault to find with it. I never will throw cold water 
on zeal for the government, nor take upon me to cen- 
ſure any teſtimony, however feeble, borne in favour of 

oyalty to our amiable King, and of attachment to our 
excellent Conſtitution. And 1 am ſure that the Me- 
thodiſts in general are of my mind in this matter, One 
of the Minutes of our laſt Conference, held in London 
in the beginning of Auguſt laſt, is, 1. None of us 
ſhall, either in writing or converſation, ſpeak lightly - 
or irreverently of the Government under which he 


lives. a. We are to obſerve, that the oracles of God 


command us to be ſubje& to the Higher Powers, and 
that honour to the King, is there connected wich the 
fear of God.” Nor are we, as a Body, leſs attached to 
the Church than to the State. We in general, cordially 

prove, even ef her ſervice, and much more of her 
＋9—＋—·ſWñ3 as contained in her Articles, Hagilies, and 
Liturgy; . are ſorry, we have ever any cauſe 
to complain that they are departed from by thoſe that 
are appointed to explain, enforce and defend them. 
And ſolely out of attachment to the Church, and that 
our le may have no inducement to omit attending 
— Gevics there, at all opportunities, we take care, 
in general, not to interfere with her hours of ſervice, 
but to hold our meetings, on the Lord's day, at thoſe 
times which leave the people at perfect liberty to attend 
divine worſhip in their pariſh 9 


* 
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and afternoon; It is true, we have ſome 


miles diſtant from the church, we preach in chureh 
| hours. We do the ſame; adly, in places where 


ouſly inculcate dofirines which we judge of dan 
— as falvation the merit of works, or 
ad/olute, unconditional Predeſtination; or the various 
branches of the Socinian doQriney, as the denial of 
the __ of human nature, of the divinity and 
atonement of Chriſt, of the influences of divine grace, 
and of the immortality of the ſoul. And gdly, we do 
this alfo in a few large towns, as Birmi „Sbefheld, 
Manchefter and Liverpool, where the _ of 
le are numerous, ignorant, very 
ary: d; * the 2 other — 
worſhip will by no means contain all the inhabitants; 


been accuſtomed to go to church, having been broughe 
up Diflenters. But even at theſe places, we avoid ad- 
miniſtering the Lord's Supper, that our Societies may, 
at all opportunities, communicate in the eſtabliſhed. 
Church, which many thouſands of them fail not 
— to do; i 1- een 8 
| I affure you, therefore, Sir, we can in general cor-' 
- - Gially unite with you in ſaying, * Whoever be thoſe 
Teachers, who, under the appearance of religion, 
would difturb our ineſs in the world by under- 
mining the Church, Which (at leaſt as to its doctrines] 
0 oholical; or the State, Which is ſo. admirably 
| — — whoever, inſtead of the love of our King, 
of our country, and of each other, are labouring to 
promote hatred, variance, emulations; whoever, in 
ide place of joy and peace, would bring in wrab and 
ſcriſe; whoever, inſtead of a Catholic: Faith unifermhy 
ofeſſed, (altho' alas] by few poſſeſſed ) would: intro 
| hereſies and ichiſins ; whoever, in the place of 
long · ſuſſering and obedience to the 


powers which are 
_-_ ordained 


_ — 
__— —_—  -— — — — 
—— — ————— —— 2 — — 


- 


jons to 
this general rule; but they are very few. 1. In ſame 
places, not a dozen perhaps im all England, where the 
| Pariſhes are very wide, and the people live ſevetal 


the Church Miniſters are notoriouſly wicked, or ſltenu- 


and where there are many thouſands who never have 
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ordained of, God, which he bas commanded us to obey, 
would introduce ſedition and rebellion, ye ſhall know 
them by their fruits, They are not the Spirits which , 
_ of ron, They are _— 1 E 
tnoug y may come to you in clothing, yet 
inwaradly they — — — Thank God, 

Sir, not one word of this applies to the Methodiſts; - 
and if you think it does, I call upon you to prove it. 

As to the Socinian doctrine, we no more approve of 

it than you do. It appears to us, in almoſt all its 
branches, as well as in that you mention, to proceed 
from a ſpirit of error, and to tend to the ſubverſion, 
not of a few unimportant opinions, but of the whole , 
of Chriſtianity. By denying the depravity of human. 
nature, it takes away the neceſſity of a new birth, or 
new creation, and reduces the holineſs and righteoul- . 
neſs inculcated in the Bible, to a few ſcraps of dry. 
external, heathen virtue. By taking away the merit 
of the ſacriſice of Chriſt offered upon the croſs, it, 
undermines the only foundation of a ſinner's hope, or. 
ſets him upon the vain and fruitleſs labour of eſtabliſh» | 
ing it, on what is altogether inſufficient for its * n 
his own imperfett works of righteouſneſs. By affirm- 
ing he the influence of the divine Spirit is not now 
to be expeRed, it either diſcourages thoſe enſlaved to 


evil diſpoſitions and habits, from attempting to become 


new creatures; or it induces them to reſt contented. 
with a mere outward change of conduct, while a net; 
heart, is not given unto them, nor a neu pirit re- 
newed within them. Aud laſtly, by denying the 
immortality of the ſoul, as it is well known, a certain 
Writer in high repute, has done, even ſup- 
poſing it allows a general reſurrettion, and a future 
judgment, it deſtroys one of the moſt powerful motives, 
to virtue and holineſs, th&expeQation of being with, 
the Lord immediately upon the death of the body; 


while, at the ſame time, it che doQtcine of Matertali/m 


be added thereto, as it is by ſome Philoſophers, and., 

Man, formed after the image of God, be reduced to, 

a, mere Machine, all. whole motions of mind 2 
3% £4 


go 


haps, in all his empire, a friend more 


in the other inſtance, | 


(8 ). 


baby ame ar inccharieat av thofe-of Clock ar Waick," 


it in fact deftroys the freedom of the hitman will, 


_ eſtabliſhes the unavordable neceſſity of all our actions, 

and annĩhi lates a future judgment, and of courſe muſt 
end in Dem, if not in Ather/mr. © N | 

Upon the whole, amidſt all the miſtab es which 


du have made in your ſermon, and which I believe 


ve proceeded from your ignorance of the people” 
you take pon you to cenſure, I am happy to olite 


my entre comcidence with you in doctrine when you 
teach that © the conduct which will ſecure our happi- 
neſs both in this' world and the next, is preſcribed in 


one ſhort command of holy Scripture— Fear God and 


* 


honour the King, by which religion and loyalty are 


coupled together.” And whatever you (who, it ſeems, 
are but little acquainted with the ſtate of things in this 


kingdom) may ſuppoſe, this is what the Methodiſts' 


in particular, uni ly and conſtantly inculcate, 
and for the practice of which they are moſt notorious. ' 


As they are already become one of the moſt nu. 
merous and increaſing bodies of people in the Britiſh 
dominions, ſo are they noted every where for Loyalty 
to the King, as well as for piety to God, and righte- 
ouſneſs to man, Nor had his preſent Majeſty, pu 

' cody attached 
to his perſon and government, than the late Rev. Mr. 
Weley, as his various publications, particularly during 
the American war, have made appear. And his 


Societies have almoſt - univerſally imbibed the ſame 
fpirit ; nor can any inſinuations of yours to the con- 


fear God and honour the 
King in their hearts, not a7 wpp'a but from pre 
ciple, and give yep ey = | their converſation 
and behaviour. aving ſworn — to the 
King, God hath ſet upon his holy Hil 

ng Kings, and Lord of Lords, they are ſubjett 


, rob them of their 222 this, any more than 


| alſo to all bis Vicegerents, Deputics, or Mimſters on 
earth, yea, io every ordinance man for i /ake 4 
and are careful to render to Caſar the things that are- 


 Cajar'sy 


of Zion, the 


eee 


c 


Caſar' s, as * unto God the things which ond 


Goſpel. 


ha; 


* um Rev. Si, that when you. again take 
u 


you to cenſure a whole people, or divers deſert 
ns of people, al firſt, maker yourſelf — 


acquainted ith hetf, "ar o may- ſtand clear of 


the guilt of a Calum only ſpeak what you 
revs. ako. IL remain, * 2 reſpect, Rev. Yir, 


your obedient have, in the pure * of the 


„ BENSON.” 
Mancheſter, #4 , 
Feb. 20, 1793. s 
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Which is added, in a large 
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5 Price 4d. 


lim and Neceſity ; in a Series 01 Letters to 
Rex. Mr. Weſley.” Price gd. | 


Ax Es84v-towards the Proof of an —— Spit 


. in Man, Price 6d. 


A RATIONAL ViNDICATION of che Catholic 
Faith, —being the firſt Part of a Vindication of Chrift's 


Divinity, begun "1 the Rev. 7. EF. cler. Frice 18. 6d. 
FR RAL, or the Prophet Prophets 


and Apoſtles vindic i fr * * e of holding the 
| Doflrine of Okriſt's*mereh eing the ſecond 
Part of a Vindigation of his , inſcribed to the 


Rev. Dr. Prieſtley by the late - thay ohn Fletcher, To 
detail of Inſt ces, a Demon- 


- ſtration of the want of common Seſſſe in New 
Teſtament Writers, on the ſuppoſition of their be- 
| pinned Dottrine.— 


++ Two Senmone on FRE” Price 64, 


Two SERMONS = the ure and of the 
Goſpel. Price 4d. Vo, th: * 


SERMON' preached 2 the Cha lin Cherry. ſireet, 
nina, on occaſion bf the death of Mrs, Foſter. 
3824 # 

A SERMON, on the death of the R 


Ear at the enſuing Conference 
bg 9 er 
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